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The below article appeared in the Los Angeles Daily News  on March 31, 1950 just  8 days after Lt. 

Jemison showed Elizabeth Short’s picture to  Dorothy Hodel and informed her that his officers 

had witnesses connecting George Hodel and Elizabeth Short together and who could place her at 

the Franklin House before her murder.  The date of this article is just four days after George 

Hodel fled his residence which unexpectedly terminated the DA’s forty-day electronic 

surveillance and stakeout.  

In the spring of 1950, the public did not know the name of the suspect(s) Lt. Jemison was 

“stalking” and about to arrest.  But, today, thanks to the DA secret Hodel-Black Dahlia 

transcripts,--we do. Clearly, the man he was “stalking” and about to arrest and obtain a formal 

murder complaint against was-  

Dr. George Hill Hodel. 

According to Lt. Jemison’s partner, Sgt. Walter Morgan, the day following the publication of this 

article (April 1, 1950) both he and Lt. Jemison were effectively taken off the Dahlia investigation 

and ordered to turn over their evidence to LAPD and Dep. Chief Thad Brown.  The excuse given to 

them for their removal was ostensibly, “the leaking of the disappearance of bloody clothing to 

the press.” Morgan in 2004 publicly confirmed “that at the time (1950) a cover-up of the 

investigation was suspected by many active DA investigators.”   Morgan and Jemison would 

quietly attempt to continue their own independent DA investigation into 1951 until Lt. Jemison 

was ordered to officially “close it.”) 
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Subsequent to this March 31, 1950 article documenting that Lt. Jemison “was stalking the suspect” and preparing to submit a case for 

prosecution, neither Lt. Jemison, nor anyone from LAPD or law enforcement ever again had contact with George Hill Hodel.  (In other words, 

investigators, after establishing that George Hodel and Elizabeth Short were acquaintances and establishing that she had been to the Franklin 

House prior to her disappearance and after hearing his taped admissions to her murder,--Dr. Hodel was never contacted, confronted or 

questioned regarding any of these facts.)  

However, four of the top law enforcement officers involved in the original 1947 investigation (LAPD Chief William Parker and his Chief of 

Detectives, Thad Brown, LASO Under Sheriff James Downey, and DA Lt. Frank Jemison) would each privately and independently confirm that, 

“the Dahlia case was solved and that her killer was a doctor that lived in Hollywood on Franklin Avenue, involved in abortions.”  

Dr. George Hodel’s name would not be officially identified and made public for fifty-three years--until the discovery and unlocking of the DA 

vault and review of the DA-HODEL-BLACK DAHLIA FILES in 2003-post publication of BDA.   

In 2003, at a meeting at Parker Center, then active Head Deputy DA Stephen Kay, and I  jointly presented an overview of the facts and 

investigative evidence to LAPD’s top brass as well as detectives from Robbery-Homicide Division.  Then active, Deputy Chief of Detectives, 

James McMurray was present and subsequent to the review agreed with prosecutor Steve Kay that the facts were sufficient to obtain a filing 

against George Hodel –were he still alive. Chief McMurray ordered his Robbery-Homicide detectives to “immediately check out the DA files 

and then clear and close the Black Dahlia case unless they could find some major holes in Hodel’s investigation.” (Chief McMurray’s order was 

ignored and put on a back-burner by detectives pending Carr’s review of the DA files, which did not occur until 2005, a  full year after the 

briefing.  Chief McMurray retired in 2005.)  

In a 2004, Robbery-Homicide Detective Brian Carr, (self-proclaimed, “gatekeeper of the Dahlia files”) was ordered to cooperate and provide 

an interview with CBS’ 48-Hours for their pending investigation, “Black Dahlia Confidential.”  Reluctantly, detective Carr informed 

investigative reporter, Erin Moriarty that “all the physical evidence and original Black Dahlia Avenger letters as well as George Hodel’s 

fingerprints have disappeared from the files and therefore LAPD is unable to proceed with the investigation as relates to DNA.” (Carr further 

acknowledged that the critical Hodel tape recordings and 14 witness interviews personally turned over to LAPD by Lt. Jemison, “are not in 

LAPD custody.”   

In 2006 Detective Carr informed the press that in his opinion “the Dahlia case will never be solved and due to other investigative demands on 

his time, he is unable to allot the time to either prove or disprove Hodel’s investigation.”  


