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LOS ANGELES
DISTRICT ATTORNLEY

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

HODEL-BLACK DAHLIA CASE FILE

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE TRANSCRIPTS OF
GEORGE HILL HODEL M.D.

DA Case No. 30-1268

Title- Elizabeth Short

Suspect: Dr. George Hill Hodel
Inv. Assigned: Lt. Frank Jemison
Charge: Murder

Case: ACTIVE

The attached fifteen page summary was prepared by retired LAPD Homicide
detective Steve Hodel. It contains the verbatim statements and entries of both
DA and LAPD detectives as found in the original 1950 DA Case File.

The statements and admissions made by Dr George Hill Hodel are also verbatim,
taken from the original pages of the DA’s transcription of the secret wire
recordings. The original tape recorded bugging of the Hodel residence was
conducted by a joint DA/LAPD taskforce of 18 detectives. The stakeout was
ongeoing 24/7 for over five-weeks from Feb. 15, 1950- March 27, 1950, (1872
man hours) and terminated only because Dr. Hodel fled the country. By that time
detectives had recorded over 40 wire spools of his personal conversations. The
DA's original summary resulted in 147 pages of transcription. In the pages that
follow | have kept the original 38-day timeline intact, and included those
statements relevant to criminal activity, payoffs to law enforcement, and the
Black Dahlia murder investigation.

2006 © Steve Hodel

Page |1



Page |2

D.A./LAPD Electronic Surveillance of Dr. George Hodel-1950

On February 18, 1950, Dr. George Hodel became the Los Angeles D.A. investigators "prime suspect.” Detectives from
both the D.A. and LAPD surreptitiously entered Dr. Hodel's Hollywood mansion and installed two live microphones
inside the walls; one near the master bedroom, the other in the library area. Phone lines were run from the
residence to the basement of the Hollywood Police Station, just 2 miles away. Eighteen [18) detectives, assigned to
separate four-hour shifts, monitored Dr. Hodel's conversations (live not phone) 24,7, for the next forty-days. On
March 28, 1950, George Hodel unexpectedly fled the country, forcing the DA/ LAPD surveillance teams to end their
joint "stakeout.”

o " iy ‘ y
Franklin House 5121 Franklin Ave 1950

-

[ L. A.P.D. Hwd Police Station circa 1950 |




Electronic Surveillance installed Hodel residence on 2/15/50

D.A. Hodel/Black Dahlia File
"Investigator's Progress Report"

The handwritten report (left) is a copy of the one found in
the D.A. Hodel file. All spellings and punctuation are as
they appear in the original. Document reads:

Case No. 30-1268 Date: 2/27/50

Title: Short, Eliz.

Suspects: Dr.Geo. Hill Inv. Assigned Jemison

Charge: Murder

THIS CASE IS: ACTIVE

BRIEF STATEMENT AS TO RESULTS TO DATE: (indicate
present status if being brought to trial at this time)

"On Feb. 15, 1950 the undersigned investigator, working
with Sgts Stanton & Guinnis from the LAPD crime lab,
installed two microfones in the home of Dr.Geo. Hodel
The microfones were connected to a wire recorder locate
in the basement of the Hollywood Station of theLAPD thru
telefone lines leased from the Pac. Tel. & Tel. Co. Trouble
was experienced with both the equipment installed in
Hodel's home and with thetelefone lines. This trouble was
not rectified untilapprox 2:00, Feb. 18. No intelligible
conversation was heard over the system until that time."
Signed--David E.Bronson
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DA/LAPD MICROPHONE INSTALLATION LOCATIONS

Two microphone (M) "bugs” installad in main level walls of

Dr. Hodel's residence. Based on surveillance transcripts we know they were in tha
West Library, and Master Bedroom. Because of its placement. the bug in George
Hodel's bedroom was able to pick-up and record the Feb. 18 assault and possible
murder overheard in the basement. Below floor plan diagrams basement which
was located directly below the Master bedroom.

137 AERMIAL DIMETRIC
FROM  SOUTHWEST
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L A COUNTY D_A— HODEL/ELACK DAHLIA FILES
D.AJLAPD electronic & physical surveillance of Dr. George Hodel 1950

18 detectives—24T-tweeks (terminated due to

Pg
from LL5.) i

suspect’s unexpected departure
[Excerpts of officers werbatim entries  from D_A. transcripts, including misspellings shown in dul.ﬂehurdersandredm

Radio plane. Lady sobbing.
Hodal, "Dio you konow Charles
Smith? Ddd you know Mr.
Usher? "™ Hodel mentions

you going?® [He was
guestioning her and it sounded
ke he was repaating her

Conversation between two men recorded.
Hodel and man with a German acent had a
long conversation) reception was poor, snd
consersation hard o understand. The
Folowi bits of Ehon, h

were overheard. Model to German-- 'Tl'i.l-l:l
the best pay off I've seen bobweon Law
Enforcement Agencies. You do not have the
right connecthon made." Hodel states, "T'd
Wz o get a connection made in the DLA'S
affice."

General conversation between the two—"Any
mperfections will b found. They will have o
ba made perfect. Don't confess ever. Two

answer as if writing down her

and bwo is mot Towr.™ Much laughter. “Were

decioctoal house. Woman just a couple of smart boys". More laughter.
asking for
[ai I Hodel then-—in exact detaiF-explained to the
I-l::m-limnn-:n:nchl timies. Scunded about his wife being stopped on
(e m“':'u- a - as though she Wednesday moming by McGrath and Morgan
affair .Hu-erh 'lhlu_ ; veas crying. of the District Attorney’'s office when they
Hoded talking to Elken Let's finkch thes bwo. stopped her going up her steps to the house
about kwyer. Talking bo | on Franklin. It should be noted that every
Ellen about marrying guestion asked of Mrs. Hodel was repeated
Susie. war-batum by Hodel o this German.
i8
10:15 a.m.
15 BIMSOM 18 18
H 12:30 L]
Feb 1950 3-8 recordings while set: ety 18 P i3 ol
p-m. beming instadied on duty 1:15 a.mn. MoGrath DA T35 pum.
{ wire spoal 1) {owien syl 2} office on duty

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

*Fab 15- Police microphones installed while Dr. Hodel = baing guestioned by
detectives at the downtown DA's office, Hall of Justice.

= 1] tor Walter Morgan shims locked front door of Hodel residence. Team of investigators
enter and place twa microphones in walls of library and master badroom.

Charles Smith, referred to above, was an abortionist friend of Hodel's and in Sept. 1949, assisted
im the abortion of his 14-year-pld daughter, Tamar. Smith and a Dr. Francis C- Ballard wers
arrested by LAPD the day Hodel's arrest for incest; and charged with performing the
abortion. On HMarch 20, 1950 DA, Lt. Jemison and Walter Morgan would Inbesreles:
Smith's girtfriend, who withessed 3 41,000 cash payolf to Smith by Hodel, at the Franklin Houss.
The payol! was made on Dec. 29, 1949, just four days after Hodel's “acguitisl. = Smith, impEcated
and identified by the teenager Tamar, is quoted in Lt. Jemison's reaport as saying, "Someday I'm
poimg to fix Tamar. T'm huﬂlmultutdu.urnlh-hg-lnﬂml--ltl-fm-tﬂ
her eyes and then puke it up in front of her face.™ On this, the very fNirst day of recorded
comversations we have George Hodel admitting to the murder of

Elizabseth Short, payolTs to law enforcament and his influence in having officers demoted and
transferred In connection with his incest trial.

~

He {Hodel ) then began to explaln to the German about his recent
trial--making stabements that, = Thar'e oot o gat me. Two men
the DA officer wers transferred and demoted because of oy
|trial " Hodel then explained about his being questioned at the
DA offlce on Wednesday mormdng, snd told bn grest detadl s
lquesthons parpounded to him at that thme. One statemant made
[t tive Garman was as follows: ™ Supposin® I did kil the Black
Daliah. They couldn’t prove it now. They can't talk to my
Secrotary anymore because she's dead. ... Ome point of the
|conwersation was alsa, "Have you heard from Powers"™.




Hodel talking to & man with an acent, possibly German.
"Telaphone men ware hare. Operator? Realize there was
mothing I could do put a pillow over her head, and cover
her with a blanket. Get a taxl. Call Georgla Street Recelving
Hospital right away. Explred at 12:39. They though there
was something fishy. Amyway, now they may have figured
it out. Killed her. Maybe I did kill my Secretary.”

Thay must have anough on him to b guilty or he wouldn't
have conféssad. ..

FBI wara over to see me too, three weeks ago.

Woman screamed.

Sounded s though
two men went down
steps and antéred the
basemaent and bagan
digging. Something
wias refermed to "Not
|a trace". It also

Woman screamed
again.

It should ba noted that
wioman was not heard
before the time of
scraaming since 6:50
PM. She was not in any
convarsation, and not
heard of again until the
Hime of letting out
thase two Screams.
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|Abowve man {Garman)
leaves the house

escorted to the door by
Hodel.

sppasred as though &
pipe was balng hit.

18 (Sat) .

7:45 p.m. 18 18 18 "
February 1950  prowley LAPD . . . 8:40
ariives 745 p.m. 8:20 p.m. 8:25 p.m. 8:27 p.m. i

recards abowve.

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

mmwu-.uuf Ihﬂumﬂhdmmfm mmu,. heard on Feb, umurquuunmw,mnun
] ! time-line
-t.ﬂﬂmml'm‘lﬂrll-‘ﬂut lnmlﬁﬂﬂ'lulm hﬂﬁﬂumﬂmmnlmmmmnﬂlm
telephone operator. Mothing more iz heard from her until the bwo separate screams, just minutes apart. These are
asccompanied by sounds of a plpe hitting an object and sounds of digging in the basemeant, with admonkshed
“not to leave a trace.” (NB: In 1950, the basement in our home was earth, not cement.) Ten minutes later the man
with a German accent leaves the residence. Nothing further ks heard re. the woman. Mo mention of her ever leaving
the residence. Speaking as a trained police officer, it is Incomprehensible to my understanding, why the

listening to what is obviously a serfous assault in progress-- took NO ACTION. The location was §
minutes away. Police procedure demands you kick the door in and make & rescue. Why was this not done? Did a
murder socur? Likely, we will never know.

Dr. Hodel's earlier, 7:45 p.m. statements to the German

murder, LAPD in 2003 confirmed that George Hodel was of averdosing his secretary, but would

no name or further information. I have since identified the victim as, RUTH SPAULDING, secretary to George Hodel
Coroner’s reports werify she was brought in to Georgia Street Receiving Hospital, under suspicious circumstances
and pronounced dead at approximately 12:39 a.m. , on May 10, 1945. Spaulding Hkely knew that George Hodel was
sealng and possibly medically treating Ellizabeth Short st that time She could and certalnly would have provided
that info to detectives 18 months Ister, had she still been alive. (Thus, the relevance of the aarlier statemeant,
=Supposin® I did kill the Black Dahlia, they can't prove it anymore, becauss my secretary s dead.”)



[Hoded / Kenneth Rexroth continuing
conversation)

Hadel, "I'm salling my art collection
Monday and Tuesday, and I'm then
taking off for Asia.”

Rexroth, "I am In process of breaking
up with my wife of 15 years. No
chilldren.”

Hodel, "I have 3 boys. You'll see them
later. Dorothy lives here a while, and
then takes off.”

Rexroth, "What about M7~
Haodel, "She = on staff of San

Francisco Chronicle. Art Editor, had a
serious operation.™

Conversation with a
patiant.

Talking with a man about
some special treatmeant
apparantly syphilis and
marital troubles. ..The
man leaves with
Instructions to call
Wednesday.

Lady talking in distance
(sounds like maid's volos)
It sounded as though she said,
“are there any mora cops
around”. Heard no answer.
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19 19
12:00 p.m. =
Fa:;u'j;w Jamison D.A.'s :‘:Iﬂ
office R
(spool 5)

19

4:54 p.m.

(Hronek on

duty)

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

Kanneth Rexroth was a well-known writer and poet, from the San Francisoo Bay
area. Many conslder him to be "the Father of the Beat Generation.” He was a
friend of both my parents, George and Dorero Hodel, as well as other Franklin
house guests, such as, surrealist artist, Man Ray and his wife, Juliet, and

witer fauther, Henry Miller,

I believe Rexroth's guestion as to "M," refers to EMILIA, Georg
then lving In San Franclsco. (37-years later, in 1987, Emilla, still living in the 5. F
Bay area, would take her own life by ingesting an overdose of barblturates. )

Hodel & Ellen enter room. Hodel- Wil
you leawe the light on there. I'm just a
littla nervoiis. Hodel say's he =
wormied. Ellen admires a Chinese box.
Hodel says a manchuran princess gave
it to him. He says he is going to sell it.

& Hodel's ex-wife

Ellen wants to stay with him,
he tells her to go to bed, she
can stay with him tomormow.
Movemeants around room.
Low conversation unable to
make out. Deesp breathing.
Hodel and Ellen probably
having intercourse. .. Definibe
sounds of cdimax of
intercourse. Hodel sighs
loudly and passionately.

20

22
: 2:10 a.m.
9:10 p.m. Brechel,
(Crowley, LAPD on
LAPD relieves a
Walter uty

Morgan)
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Phone rdngs. Hodal answeared- Ellan
[book over - still talking about the
citizenship. Hodel, "Ellen, didn't I tell
you not to tell people things over the
telephone. ... Ellan sald something
about the FBI investigating us.

Telephone rang - Hodel- "0h yeah Powear- are you
in town- good- things are sort of busy right now
for the next ten days- we're tapped now again-
wiell there is pretty much golng on regarding
yoursalf and me- [ was questioned about you and
=0 forth - maybe you can find out- Don't you know
someona up there? Maybe you can find out what
the heall is going on up-thers. I would like to see

{Hodal) Talking about Insuring
something, value $76,000." If you
want to sell it you would get
$750.00." Trinkets. Hodal-Had It
inswrad for $104,000. Alimony
payments $300 month. Getting it

[Hodel) Dials phane

you in person when we get a chance - what's your
phone? That's your new phone? (Ends) "OK- so

{recorded ) asks for new
car salesman, .."I'va got

reduced.

long™. a 1936 Packard Sedan to
trade in. Want to make
Packard down payment.” (Hodel conversation with man & woman)
Hodel wisecracks--Hodel-"a peculiar people,
tha Persians, the country produces no virgins.
They fuck all day In & violent way, and at night
they practice sexual perversions.”
Hadel mentions
something about
imiirdar.
22 26
24 24 k]
: 2:30 p.m. =
¥ 1:20 p.m. 4:25 p.m Lapp 950 pm.
mr::nJ;lN’s.mL Sullivan, Hronek, DA's nnm"'m_’"' 10:30 p.m.
February 1950 an ":"m“ "';“"'“"“1“"':"" {spool 19)
10 spool
(#poci 10) (spoal 14)
CHINESE TABLET
YALUED AT 325,000
. . . TAKEN BY BURGLAR
A 14p.year-old Chlpese
NVESTIGATION 2 s
2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON 1 __| racrlficiat tablet, valoed by
George Hodel's comversation with "Powers™ could possibly be Dep. District Los Angeles Times R vl szﬁ,ﬂm.hw;:
Attorney, then an active D.A. invohved in the prosecution of Mov. 20, 1947 PIER hicly wisteiin

o described a3 2 1400-vear-old Chinese sacrificial tablet 11 x5"x3 1/27,
was taken from the Franklin House in 1947. My father while in China in 1946 as a
medical officer with UNRRA bought and shipped back dorens of Chinese art and
statues, using his diplomatic iImmunity to get them out of the country. In the
1947 “hurglary” he claimed the Chinese sacrificial tablet was valued at $25,000.
In post war U.5. dollars he may have purchased it for as little as $50.007

ithe home nf Dr. George I,
MHegied, 5121 Frapkiin ‘Ave,
arcerding to palica,

The biwgler erterad the
hore throbgh a rear bed-
rogtn window. Dr, lioded
described the antlque &5 11
by B by A% inches, dwaling
about G Chlnese charactera
rarved on 3 etk gray atafe.
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Pg
5
Daoor ball rings. Ellan goas to door. Hodal, - A 3 ile offl
- Hodel- "Well anyway, she hasn't -[ Juwen i S
ot nad hesilns odeyortomore | it shwa commpsad ncestor | [iosek | fobseressiicrm | [Hode "Wl roty here
Your & rich man. I can see you beating her | |¥illed the Black Dahlia. (other ¥ Pl g ] ol chicks In & strz
it M f .hl e you H:El.ll‘l man has an scoent- talking harm to wait front of Hodel's oG sl range
up." ..Man- (laughing) "Suspicion. abaut this country) Man- "She anothear month. residance at thiz Hme. country. Man- "Ha- 4
opara, & hot tampered erTatic woman said look what you've put inthe | [ERCREICH | lesnee wTSIONe ATHSE  COMbIRAIOR "
We've got to pet out of here and get some PApar-T oty yom." e - [EArhaas Sn S 8- i ;
1 @ get s who are more Bennett- Lagal owner-
fun for a change.™ apt to get the Hollywood Citizen Hodeal, “I'm the anly
rash on the Mews]). person who knows where
second-—" Man- all these things fit into the
"She was Quesn plctore”
of Burbank.™
Haodel, "You bétter take a
genarous supply of
penecillin. (Talking to
same party)
27 2t = 27 27
February 1950 12:25 a.m. g 12:35
12:00 a.m. 3 12:50 | 1:14 a.m.
(spool 21) a.m.
2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION LA, Nes P, 27, 14:0 )
Compaser -Kolline and: Protege
‘mwulpnd:d n‘l:".l.tllodd“hﬂ:ﬂs-nn H\::'I. the FEUd "1 EKDIOSI?E Dl"fﬁl‘ﬁﬂ Sl'"t
& w e 1y - M i Prabe!aw e RInGs M o Dier i s om0 Toupig DTl Uhlaie acd Shlear
il AL eenat e aliln Wle puabins Ie i world v At I auwdun i cker

artide did appear in the newspapears later in the day. The vehicle
parked outside may have been borrowed and driven by Kolline, but

registered to the Hollywood Citizen News, one of LA.'s six

el Al T !
2 terka Xideny ¥ Wika! Fard Ledlis

Hre, ellze

i et

Jalice, iear W, lsaes 1l

NEWSPaErs.
Lm0 [l b amems,
On thiz survelllsnce tape we hear Georga Hodeal maki morne M s b wen Bz oalk S
“ il il d e ciga wpEled ooy

11 Fa W pree sediamonres wlb

references to the Black Dahlia murder and to his committing Incest.
Most interesting hhhmm HE ALONE KNOWS WHERE ALL L, e
AT kel

THESE THINGS FIT INTO THE PICTURE."
Fe 10 e ¢t ot noai i Uney
1rasd Tewwikes
Whizk ey il sl Or dkl
IIJ. I.1.||.I.. Kl m:nrr [T

r wrarudl s
il wanlla '- Foigere) woandne




u She (Ellen, the maid) s
halping him undréss. She
wants some love tonbght,
but he [ Hodel) refuses her.
Ha wants to sleap alone.
Hodel talls Ellen not to
argue with him while
Darothy is around. Tells her
how to act in company of
Dorothy as Ellen then goes
to her room, she appears to
ba angry with Hodel
bacause he sent her to har
room without allowing to
hearve any love.

27
4:15 a.m.
February Brechel, LAPD
1950 on duty
({spool 22)

Hodel dials
phone. "I
have some
blisiness n
Datroit for a
few days."

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION
Abowve reference to woman at Camarillo refers te Lilllan Lenorak witness

whe admitted to committing perjury at George Hodel's incest trial. She was

whscording
conversation bellave
it"s betwesan Hodel
and Joe. Maostly
unintelligible. ...
ITalking about some
woman, says she
neads chearing up,
Hodel says, "'l ba
golng up past Santa
Barbara and If you
wrant a It to
Camarillo and back
I"ll drop you off and
plck youi up & couple
jof hours later.”

Conversation
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"

betweean Hodel
mnvd Ellen..

. uthiy are
arguing. Sounds
like Ellen is crying.
Hodel Is
explaining how
she can beat tax-
sounds ke she is
on her way out

Elizabeth Short for being present as a minor In a bar, Unkefer
Short and recelved a letter of gratitude from Short for her assistance.

{This spocl #25
and following
should be checked
wilth federal incomas
tax man in the
[future a5 Hodel's
Income tax is
computed with this
man, and It looks
ke they are about
to "take™ Uncla fior
a Tew bicks.)

anter library.
..Man [probably
Mr. Hagan )
sconvwersation
about auction-

FBI. Hodel, "I
had an offer in
Hawail.™
Conversation

of children.
Hodel, "You

auid tors sure

wodel and man

something about

about Mrs. Hodel,
alimony, support

accountants and

/ RS-
complicated.™
i T i 2

Eelol M
27 10:30 a.m.
11:10 p.m. March 1
1950
Margan, DA's
office on duty
[spool 25)

1 1
12:08 p.m.
10:35 a.me
Hodel still in

conversation with his

acct. [ being recordad)
(Spools 25 & 26 and 27

will prove vary
intaresting to incomea
tax investigators)




Phone rang. Hodal answeared -
Whoever he was talking to he sald,
“Don't say anything over the phone
- It iz tapped- sald ha had there
phone numbser, and would call
tomarrow- salid he would have to go
out to call- ...zald if he saild phone
numbear "They”™ would be out and
bother tham- that is what "Thay™

Hodel and Ellen have
conversation in
Spanizh. Thay are in
bedroom having sex
Intercourse or
somathing, probably
perversion. Sounds
like he got another

~Lonversation betwesn Hodel and
Woman. Woman, "I owe 4 times
75.00, that's 300.00{ Possibly his
wife) "I have to pay my rent or get
out.” Conversation with woman
continues. Relative to her
expenses and the childrens.
wConversation with wife réesumed.
Haodeal, "I've lost money every
year.” Talking about what monay
she's aarned. Hodel discusses his
lossess "$6,000 in 1946, I sold the
clinic to pay for the losses of that
yeaar. Now, I must sall the housa.
Hodel, something about
pannitentirary. Molses in
badkgrouwnd.
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nivesys do. Whes Hodel hing up, e Job.
Ellen asked him how he knew-
[Hodel said he was just talking.
3
1 Brechel,
Meyer, LAPD LAPD on
MARCH 1850 on duty duty
11:37 p.m. 4:10 a.m.

2006- AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

“they™

3
12:07
p.m.
Sullivan
DA's
office on
duty

George Hodel was Just guessing that his phone
maid, Ellan asks him "how he knows?" he

was “tapped”. When responds by
" he is just talking.” Hodel's reference to refers to, LAPD & DA
detectives.

obviously
Clearly, he has no suspicion that the rooms are "wired for sound.”

Barbara

Je the U.5. ater that month, (Mar

on an empty house,

Sherman [Shearman) was a star witness in the 1949 incest trial and present
when Hodel/ Sexton

had the sex acts with his 14-year-old daughter,
Tamar. Shearman was later arrested for perjury when she changed her swomn
statements and refused to testify against Dr. Hodel. In 1950 she plead guilty to lesser
of a minor."” George Hodel true to his word,
leaving the survelllance teams "staked out™

Phone rings. Hodel answers
(recorded) "Your'e talking Pg
over & tapped line. Oh yes, T
It's been tapped for a long
time. I'll ba home for the
next hour. Be sure and come. Hodel to
man, "In
about 2 or
3 weeks I'll
Conversation probably
with woman. be on wWay
[wiife) She's abroad.
talking about the
childran. Hodel
h"'f'.:;"“:b:‘fﬂ e Man sHH talking —
chillran wWith him {recorded) talking to hodel
again. about Some woman.
Mentions Barbara
Sherman. Dorothy Black
(?) Something about Santa
Barbara. Hodel- "Sha
called me this morming.
She's coming over this
P.M. Man- "You had pretty
good success with some of
those dames I fixed."
S
4
4 1:45 p.m.
i 1:21 pom. P =
11 pum. 3:26 p.m.
L TaeaFab 1ot
Fivh 2, 2500 Bachors Probsfion Given
Shearman ghwan I|] I‘-'Inrals I:ﬂEE

=

TIE
EFE



Woman
humming in
background.

Hodel in conversation
wiith man and woman,
but cannot pick it up
very well. Ssem to be
talking of photography
of a surrelistic natune.
Hodel shows some
pictures of his to the
two people—

Hear child's valos in
background. Vary
faint.

5
12:00 p.m. 2:10 p.m.

Hodel called up a girl
named Carol, asked
her about buying a
couwch from her. Hodel
bought the couch
from her for $35.00
and sald "It iz a daal,
now you only owe me
$50." and said goodby
and hung up.

Hodel to Ellen- something
about reservations. Sounds
like Ellen to go to Arizona.

5
3:20 p.m.

D.A.

Reports
for 3/6/50
missing
from file?

7

3:45 p.m.
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Hodel phonas soameonsa and
msks name and axact Htle of
Chiaf of States of Burma and
[Tibet- wants to know how they
are addressed. Name of Minister
Public Health of Burma. Goes
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One or bwo men and about
amount of

back bo typing.
Haodeal talking with man
with German accent-
talking about goling to the
Conversation over phone with his auction and buying and
wiife Dorothy - she was complaining selling things...
about money - he sald * he is broke-
can't pay mortgage an the housea this
month- has no money coming in™ from Hodel phoned
sounds of conversation bad fealings Telephone
may ba developing. Company to
have extension
of OL 3476
disconnected.
8
8:10 p.m.
8 Mayer, = 5“! 9 g
10:30 & i LAPD on 50 a.m.
10:00 a.m. 10:55 a.m.
March 1950 | McGrath DA’ duty Byl
office on duty LAPD on
duty

2006~ AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

The March 10, entry refers to Lillian Lenorak and Is independent corroboration
to statements made by witness/roomer, Joa Barrett who came home to the
Franklin House in Jan. 1950, to find Lenorak in George Hodel's bedroom
halding his loaded dfle. Lenorak told Barrett she was "golng to shoot Hodel,
he has to pay for what he has done.” Barrett in his statemeant Indicated that
this referred to the murdar of Elizabeth Short. DA decuments verify this and
show Lenorak identified Elizabeth Short as Dr. Hodel's girlifriend and she also
placed Short at the Franklin House prior to the murder. Barrett claims he took
the rifle away from Lenorak and “calmed her down.” This incident, and the
fact that Lenorak threatened to tell the DA that she had committed perjury for
Dr. Hodel, likely precipitated the drugging and superficial
wm.umu{wmmm]-hupﬂummuwmr
admitted to Camarillo for cbservation, as being "emotionally distrasght.”

Officer Bimson and Sgt. Belle
checked Hodel's residence for
license plates to find out who
man with Gérman accent [E- the
|fallowing plates were in sun in
front of Hodel's house.

35 Packard F. E. Mattoon...
47 Chev. Willle Whesler ...
41 Ford Violet Jean Wallen,
36 Packard Marie L. Valla...

women--Talking to Hodel.
Hard to understand-
somathing about a place in
Mesxion not too far from
AT-good roads-something
aboit & Whore House, o
sanatarium. One man seems
to be a doctor. Talking about
she at Camarillo. Hodal-
"She was golng to shoot me
and commit sulcide

T = {way [t sounded])

Talklng about fishing trip te
Mexico ..looking at map-
mentioned Sonora, Mexico.
w-Says he will leave Hodel
know about noon
tomorrow-Friday-about trip.

i0
12:15 a.m.




Phone call received by
Hodal- sald maybea going
away for the weakend..

Sgt Belle- sald he has found out
the man with the German accent
is one Baron Herringer- &
supposed ex-Garman- Baron.
The two new girs are Vilma
{age 19) and Sonia (age 15)
Sald had moved in with their
mother. 2 sisters.
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Phone call.
Hodel said, "Ses
2 Monday or
Tuesday. I'm
going fishing
over the
weskend.

10
5:05 p.m.
10 ("11"?) 10 i
N D.A.'s
MARCH 1950 10:33 a.m. 12:25 p.m. e
duty

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

Appears officers misdated above as "11", actually- MAR 10.
Research attempts to identify "Baron Herringer” have proved negative to
misspelled,

date. Name may be

phonetic, or incorrect?

Roomer Joe Barrett now placed on probation for

"contributing to
delinquency of a minor™ re. Tamar Hodel, (D.A. investigators using him
a5 an "informant” inside the Franklin residance. )

Hodel cames
j-?:::l:: - home- sounds
Hodel talked like a woman
g finagnded Seems like Hodel with him= can't
kil talles- and party are undéerstand
[ 5 leaving for Maxica tham- In
tlul;a:n’;-;:::na: tonight. .. Finally another roam.
of e decided they Sounds like It
s wotld leave Wed may be his
prol on.
Wiiimian present. night. ent-wiffe.
10 i1 11
s 1:00 a.m. | 9:30 a.m
{spoal 36)

11
12:10 p.m.



Mrs. Hodel
doing a lot of
talking.
uaSounds like
she might be
raading from a
baok or script.

MARCH 1350

Darothy Hodel previously wrote scripts for MGM, RKO, and other Hwd studios. "John" Is her
ex-husband, John Huston, whom she did rewrites for as recently as 1947, { Treasure of Slerra
Madre) It s significant that she mentions film director, "John Farrow”. Farmow is relevant to the

Woman dials phone. Sounded like she sald,
"This |s Elsie”. Tallked about Vinoent Price.
Also, about M.G.M. Talked about John getting
her a job. "Say Bob™, I found & story. A story
of a black saint, a megro. Do you know John
Farrow? I thought of him because of his
Catholicism. I met him years ago. I have the
bables down at the beach. But, I'd love to
see youl [t must ba Dorothy talking) You're
at home all day. Oh, wonderful darling then
I'll get to s&e youl.”™ End of conversation.

Hodel and Dorothy

12:10 P.M.

Sulllvan, DA"s 11

office on duty | 1:59 p.m.
(spool 36)

investigation for the following reascons.

In the early 1940's, film director, John Farrow , then married to actress Maurean O'Sullivan, had
an affalr with LILLIAN LENORAK, then a young dancer with the famed Ruth St. Denls studio. A
and was the three-year-old child who witnessed the
assault on his mother by George Hodeal at the Franklin House! ("He hit mommie hard and hurt
her.”) John Lenorak in adulthood, changed his name to Farmow and is the half-brother of Mia

son "John" was bom out of this

Traglcally, John Ir's mother, Lillian Lenorak was murdered near Palm Springs in 1959, & suspect
was arrested, and It is belisved this murder WAS NOT RELATED TO GEORGE HODEL.

Threa months I‘ﬂ'umwh“-mmwmﬂ Farrow released a film-noir
{made in 1949) WHERE DANGER LIVES. The story involves: a woman who attem
young doctor who falls in love with her, a murder, and their fleeing to Mexico. Cast in a bit part
in the film was an attractive Eurasian actress, Kiyo Cuddy, the ex-lover of George Hodel, and

future wife to ba (1962) of, Steve Hodel.

pts suicide, a

3:15 p.m.

Lillian Lenorak & son,
John. Lillian as dancer.
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Pg
11

Sttt e
i3 partree
wad dangmrca b
B

L PR L T

RORERT MITGHLM
FAITH DOMERTUE
CLAUDE RMKS

1949, released in July, 1950



Hodel answered over the phone
about his fishing in Mexioo and
dropping Ellan off in some town.
Hoping she wan't have enough
monay to return. (reconded )

14
4:13
p.m.

MARCH 1950 p
DA's

office on

duty)

Hodel on phone- "L just got back
yesterday- It's 65 milas across
the border from Arizona-
Zonita(?) Fishing good. Talked to
D, Ignacia Renal {7} much
interested in making a sanitrolum
out of the place. ... Another Dr.,
and assoclate of mine went down
therse today to look at it. Would
clean about 5000.00 a month.
Whan you comae in from Upland
the niExt time, bring her with you
=0 I can meet. Upland 024277 is
har phone number. She is a nurse.

Hodel dials phone
~Is Mr. Ed Wilcox
there.” Something
about Ed being
able to receive a
massage from
Tibet. "I'm
expacting a
massage from Mr.
? of Tibet." (Ed I=
apparently a ham
short-waser)

1:06 p.m.
(Hronelk,

e

15 15

3:15 p.m.

11:30 p.m.

Woman leave- Hodel
and man with accent-
talking recorded-
hard to hear. Hodel
says probably they
are watching me,
talks about salling
some of his stuff at an
auction-says someons
don't know anything
to tell. Hodel said
something about
petting married
again- talks about
place n Mexico. Says
it will clear about 4 or
5,000 a month. ...
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Hodel- "Do you think
those "Bastards™ will try
to bring action because
I am renting rooms.™
Hodel says "Do you
think we could hire
same girl to find out
what they are dolng™.
«..Man with accent left.

18
12:40 a.m.

Pg
12



Hodel answers door bell, lets In woman- hea talks to her about
renting her a room In retum he will knock off the rent.. Phone
rings- Hodel says "Mrs. Hodeal is out- I can take message. He
sald he Is going down to the beach about 4 PH today- talks
about renting roam.

Watnan starts talking about docters- Hodel tells her abaut his
diinic at 1st & Central. Woman sald she had & curettement? in
1944. Hodel said he has done lots of them. Hodel and woman
continue to talk about doctors, sickness, and other medical
subjects, (Hodel seems to be acting overly nice to this woman.
He must be trying to talk her into renting the ream, o 7)
Hodel tells her that Dr. Hill, s colored Doctor, lives next door.

Phone call
recelved-can't
haar- boo mich
racket- Hodel has
dinner
engagement
tonight. Going
out of town
Wednesday.
Hodel talking
about salling the
howse.

~Woman leaves.

19 20
10:15 a.m.
MARCH 1950 1:45 pm. McGrath,
Egger, DA's office on DA's office
dusty an duty
{spool 37) (spool 38)

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

muumnr.nmmummmmmmm_ performed many surgical
abartisns! (I've done lots of them.™) The term currettement is synonymeous with what is

known as a "D&C". Dilation & Curettage. Medical definition:
=A gynecological procedure performed on the femals

reproductive syste
be a common method of abortion. The procedure involves dilating the cervix and
inserting instruments to dean out the lining of the uterus, which can Include an embryo

or fetus, while the woman Is under an anasesthetic. A curettage is

cuiretts, 8 matal rod with a handle on one end and a sharp loop on the other.”
Dr. Charles Hill, 8 dentist, and our nelghbor directly to the west of the Franklin House,

member of LA.'s Black Community and reportedly 8 "mover &

highly
shaker” in 1940°s "politics”. Joe Barrett mentions Dr. Hill as owning a ball bonds
company, and was the one who put up the bail on Barmett's "contributing” arrest. The
following day, after bailing him owt of jail, Dr. Hill invited Joe to accompany him to a
gathering,

where Joe recalls the mayor, police chief and other City officials wers

Hodel and some guy with
accant talking, and looking
at map of Mexico. (The
photographer) ..

Talking about going (to
Mexion) want to leave
tomomow night, Hodel says
don't tell anyone. Hodel
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Hodel phones
someone about
$50.00 a month
he pald some
woman "Sald

A woman comes to
sea Hodel- sounds
like Dorothy- they go
to rear of house can't

says He has to be back T'm In troubde” || ([e*™
Wednesday. He is going is want some
going to Santa Barbara, and || ||advice-do you
won't be back until Sunday, || [|have a farm.
Sounds ke they are pul-.hq
to take pictures. S
like Hodel Is trying to pull a
fast one of some kind.
Hodel and
Dorothy
engage in a
little laving.
21
10:55 L 21
20
a.m. 11:05 a.m.
10:50 p.m. 1:00 p.m.
p" McGrath, e
LAPD, on DA's
duty office on
duty



Hodel calléd and sant
Bimson, Belle, and Sulllvan nite letter to a Mrs.
Ils-ben-ul.rupI to pallt recordings as Barbe, 1543 Valejo
Hodel has besn out for the entire 5t., San Francisco.
day. * Something about
birthday wishes.
Hodel Hodel came kn with
comes in- Dorothy- phone
works at rang- {recorded)}
desh
22
6:10 p.m.
LI
ey s 22 Egger, DA's - 23 24
12-4 P.M. office on 7:45 pom. | 1:15 a.m.
duty

2006 AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION
* page 143 of DA transeripts DA Investigators provide brief summary of several recent spools as follows:

26 59 Talk of trial
9-40-  much talk of juggling figures.

27 13-15- talk about deducting some money as
of loans to father and son.
18-23 wire bad Skip- listen from 40 on to 46-to 48
wery Interesting- (cut this spool off at 50
the end is loose).

Epool 3-8 Conversation reganding tax case and Dahlia

#37- 5-17  Conversation regarding code and mailing- have to be careful-
income tax starts at 15 on Spool 25

Reference to "Mrs. Barbe” ks Dorothy Anthony Barbe, mother of TAMAR, residing in San Francisco. This entry
would seem to Indicate that TAMAR i now out of juvenile hall detention and with her mother in San
Francigco, as the birthday wishes would have been meant for- TAMAR who was born March 24, 1935, and

would have tumed 15 on this date.
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Pg
15
Had trouble with one
Spool ran out- changing- talking Hodel- some
Hadel ﬂll'lli Baron (man with accent) came in talking ahout woman. ..Hodel says he wants spool. Had to use —
lowd- can't hear (recording) only stays few minutes and money and power- talking about anothar- still talking come in-
laavies. I was wrong- was in bathroom. Sounded like Chine- talking about selling some of nbfl:j: selling slsa the
Hodel said something about Black Daliah. Baron said Hodel's paintings or something. Hodel paintings. Barah. Hodal
P I e talking abaut plcture police have of and Baron
. . o= T, I him and some girl- thought he had talking low-
passport- Hodel giving Baron dope on how to write o dast d them all- wire quit at 50- Sounds I!lt.u Baron
Tibet, Hodel talking about Mexico- golng down and new one going on- not much talk. left- don't know IF
take pictures and write a story. Hodel seams afraid there Is anything on all ;
about something. Hodel says his Sanatarium- if he got these records or not. quiet.
is started in Maxico- would be "Safe.” Good nite.
26
8:00 p.m.
25 26 28 Meyer, 26 o
11:10 = 12:00 1:00 a.m. PR ON i85 pm. | 2:00 am.
MARCH 1950 Meven, LAPD. a.m. Pl duty
{spool m"'”] (Spool
39). 41)

2006- AUTHOR NOTES ON INVESTIGATION

THE DA/ LAPD SURVEILLANCE /STAKE-OUT UNEXPECTEDLY ENDS HERE, WITH GEORGE HODEL DECIDING THINGS ARE TOO HOT, He leaves
the country, literally leaving the DA/ LAPD stakeout team with their microphones in the walls of the Franklin House.

On this last night we hear mention of Hodel "wanting to get out of the country”, the "FBI", "Black Dahlia”;, and pictures police have of a
girl which Hodel "thought he had destroyed.”

Just four days earlier, on March 22, 1950 DA Lt. Frank Jemison interviewed Dorothy Hodel at her Santa Monica residence and informed
her that Elizabeth "Black Dahlia" Short had been identified by witnesses as™ knowing and being with Dr. Hodel at the Franklin House
before the murder.” Lt. Jemison further confronts Dorothy Heodel with the fact that he had information that she had stated to Tamar
Hodel that George Hodel, a day or two after the crime, came home intoxicated and said, "They will never be able to pin that murder on

me." (In his closing report Jemison states the actual wording was, "They will never be able to prove I did that murder.” ) Dorothy Hodel
stonewalls Jemison, denying any knowledge, then provided George Hodel with the fact that investigators had the photographs etc. See
complete DA transcripts of Dorothy Hodel interview of 3/22/50.
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The below article appeared in the Los Angeles Daily News on March 31, 1950 just 8 days after Lt.
Jemison showed Elizabeth Short’s picture to Dorothy Hodel and informed her that his officers
had witnesses connecting George Hodel and Elizabeth Short together and who could place her at

the Franklin House before her murder. The date of this article is just four days after George

Hodel fled his residence which unexpectedly terminated the DA’s forty-day electronic
surveillance and stakeout.

In the spring of 1950, the public did not know the name of the suspect(s) Lt. Jemison was
“stalking” and about to arrest. But, today, thanks to the DA secret Hodel-Black Dahlia
transcripts,--we do. Clearly, the man he was “stalking” and about to arrest and obtain a formal
murder complaint against was-

Dr. George Hill Hodel.

According to Lt. Jemison’s partner, Sgt. Walter Morgan, the day following the publication of this

article (April 1, 1950) both he and Lt. Jemison were effectively taken off the Dahlia investigation

and ordered to turn over their evidence to LAPD and Dep. Chief Thad Brown. The excuse given to
them for their removal was ostensibly, “the leaking of the disappearance of bloody clothing to
the press.” Morgan in 2004 publicly confirmed “that at the time (1950) a cover-up of the
investigation was suspected by many active DA investigators.” Morgan and Jemison would
quietly attempt to continue their own independent DA investigation into 1951 until Lt. Jemison
was ordered to officially “close it.”)
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Dist Atty. Wil.tiam E Simpsongindependent of the Police depart-’

sald today one of his. !nveatlgators
is making  “very good- progress"”
in » renewed investigation of the

unsolved mutilation murders of’]

Jeanne French | and Elizabeth
Short, the Black' Dahlia.
Simpson disclosed investigator
Frank C. Jemison has been work-
ing several monilihs on the cases,
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talks mi

ment. Jemison was assigned to
.the task at the request of the
1949 County Grand jury.

The district attorney added his
aide will continue with his inquiry
“until he thinks he has sufficient
eVidence against a party or par-
ties,. and then will ask for foft-

mal murder complaints.”

Daily News 3/31/50
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s SEVEN CENTS <55
TEL. RICHMOND #5658

sector. Ay

Exactly one month

body of Mrs. French, 45.,obscen
ly marked with lipstick, . whs ="
covered in a field in, Wes Los
geles. %

Chief of Detectives Thad rown,
meanwhile, discounted reports that’
vital evidence in the French slay-"
ing, in the form of blood-stained:
clothing, had disappeared from: the"
West Los Angeles. detective bu-
reau,

Brown sald the clothmg.“belong'-w
ing to a short-lived suspect:in’ the
case, never was recorded ‘agevis -
dence because its owner wa.u a.b-f

solved of any connection with: th%

crime two weeks. after it occurred.;.;
=—CHECK CLASSIFILD -AD®sumers s "




Page |22

Subsequent to this March 31, 1950 article documenting that Lt. Jemison “was stalking the suspect” and preparing to submit a case for
prosecution, neither Lt. Jemison, nor anyone from LAPD or law enforcement ever again had contact with George Hill Hodel. (In other words,
investigators, after establishing that George Hodel and Elizabeth Short were acquaintances and establishing that she had been to the Franklin
House prior to her disappearance and after hearing his taped admissions to her murder,--Dr. Hodel was never contacted, confronted or
questioned regarding any of these facts.)

However, four of the top law enforcement officers involved in the original 1947 investigation (LAPD Chief William Parker and his Chief of
Detectives, Thad Brown, LASO Under Sheriff James Downey, and DA Lt. Frank Jemison) would each privately and independently confirm that,
“the Dahlia case was solved and that her killer was a doctor that lived in Hollywood on Franklin Avenue, involved in abortions.”

Dr. George Hodel’s name would not be officially identified and made public for fifty-three years--until the discovery and unlocking of the DA
vault and review of the DA-HODEL-BLACK DAHLIA FILES in 2003-post publication of BDA.

In 2003, at a meeting at Parker Center, then active Head Deputy DA Stephen Kay, and | jointly presented an overview of the facts and
investigative evidence to LAPD’s top brass as well as detectives from Robbery-Homicide Division. Then active, Deputy Chief of Detectives,
James McMurray was present and subsequent to the review agreed with prosecutor Steve Kay that the facts were sufficient to obtain a filing
against George Hodel —were he still alive. Chief McMurray ordered his Robbery-Homicide detectives to “immediately check out the DA files
and then clear and close the Black Dahlia case unless they could find some major holes in Hodel’s investigation.” (Chief McMurray’s order was
ignored and put on a back-burner by detectives pending Carr’s review of the DA files, which did not occur until 2005, a full year after the
briefing. Chief McMurray retired in 2005.)

In a 2004, Robbery-Homicide Detective Brian Carr, (self-proclaimed, “gatekeeper of the Dahlia files”) was ordered to cooperate and provide
an interview with CBS’ 48-Hours for their pending investigation, “Black Dahlia Confidential.” Reluctantly, detective Carr informed
investigative reporter, Erin Moriarty that “all the physical evidence and original Black Dahlia Avenger letters as well as George Hodel’s
fingerprints have disappeared from the files and therefore LAPD is unable to proceed with the investigation as relates to DNA.” (Carr further
acknowledged that the critical Hodel tape recordings and 14 witness interviews personally turned over to LAPD by Lt. Jemison, “are not in
LAPD custody.”

In 2006 Detective Carr informed the press that in his opinion “the Dahlia case will never be solved and due to other investigative demands on
his time, he is unable to allot the time to either prove or disprove Hodel’s investigation.”



