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FAQ 65 
(December 21, 2007 

 

 

65.1 
 

Q: I understand you are a twin.  What is your brother’s name and what 
does he think of your book? 

 
 

Yes, my brother’s name was JOHN DION and he preceded me into the 
world by some 20 minutes.  We were born in Los Angeles, in 1941, at 
Queen of Angels Hospital, just a month before the start of WW II.  We 
were “preemies” (8 month babies) with low birth weights of 3 pounds each, 
and were immediately placed and remained in incubators for several 
weeks. John died at the hospital in his third week, due to “failure to thrive.”   
 
My father commissioned Allan Adler, a young Silversmith of the day, to 
design a silver urn to hold my brother’s ashes. (Shown below)  During a 
1996 visit with me, father gave me the urn containing John’s ashes, which 
he had kept close to him, for some 55-years.  
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Los Angeles Times Display Ad for Adler from 1940s 

 
I did a little research of Silversmith Allan Adler, and discovered that from his modest 
beginnings with a small shop on the Sunset Strip in Hollywood, he quickly became 
known as, “Silversmith to the Stars.”  (See bio below)  
 
Because of the historical interest, I will post a few of Adler’s other works of art along with 
a tribute to him written by SILVER MAGAZINE, and published in the Society of 
American Silversmiths-Artisan Memorial.  Adler died in Los Angeles in December, 
2002. 
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ALLAN ADLER “ART’S & CRAFTS”  SILVERWORKS DESIGNS 
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