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FAQ 51
(August 2, 2007)

51.1
Q:

I have read varying reports on how Elizabeth Short’s body was first
discovered. Did the police ever identify and interview the original witness?
Yes.
The reporting witness’ name was Betty Bersinger. She was a resident of the
neighborhood and lived just one block north of the vacant lot, at 3705 Norton Ave.
On the morning of January 15, 1947, at approximately 10:45 a.m., Mrs. Bersinger,
accompanied by her 3-year-old daughter, Anne, was walking south on Norton and
spotted a body in the vacant lot. She quickly grabbed her daughter into her arms and ran
south to the nearest house; where she used the neighbor’s phone to call the police. Mrs.
Bersinger described the residence location where she called the police as being, “the
th
second house from 39 St. on Norton, a doctor’s I think.”

BELOW 1947 HERALD EXAMINER PHOTO SHOWS WITNESS BETTY BERSINGER
REENACTING HER PHONE CALL TO POLICE.
BASED ON HER DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, MRS. BERSINGER MOST
PROBABLY CALLED FROM THE HOME OF LOS ANGELES PHYSICIAN DR.
WALTER BAYLEY, AT 3959 S. NORTON AVE.
(FIFTY YEARS LATER, IN 1997, LARRY HARNISCH, A LOS ANGELES TIMES COPY
EDITOR, WOULD GO PUBLIC WITH CLAIMS THAT HE BELIEVED THIS SAME DR.
BAYLEY WAS ELIZABETH SHORT’S KILLER.)

294

Below is the complete article documenting Mrs. Bersinger’s original statements which
includes the fact that she called from a doctor’s home:
Los Angeles Examiner Jan. 24, 1947
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In the original publication of BDA (April 2003) on pages 344-345, I made reference to the
above article and the fact that Betty Bersinger indicated she ran to a doctor’s house for
help. At that time, I speculated that this residence could well have been the home of Ruth
and Walter Bayley M.D... I also noted that this information, (Bersinger/doctor connection)
had apparently been overlooked by the press, police, and Dahlia researchers for more
than fifty years, as there was no mention or reference to it anywhere other than in the
above original newspaper article.
th

In 1997, a copy editor for the L.A. Times wrote a 50 Anniversary article on the Black
Dahlia murder, where he pointed an accusing finger at a Dr. Walter Bayley. (Bayley, a
highly respected physician and surgeon, died at age 67, of natural causes, less than a
year after the murder. See my FAQ 29 for Walter Bayley summary) From reading the
1947 headlines we know that all the dailies underscored LAPD’s belief that “a doctor or
someone with “medical finesse” committed the crime.” This, coupled with Betty
Bersinger’s public statement that she had called from the home of a doctor who lived in
the neighborhood, in a house just a short distance from where the body was found, may
have well been the LA TIMES copy editor’s—“original source and inspiration.”
I believe that there is a strong likelihood, that the residence that Betty Bersinger ran to
and called the police from --WAS THE HOME OF RUTH & WALTER BAYLEY.
Her verbal description of the residence location matches almost perfectly! The Bayley
home was located at 3959 S. Norton Ave. Today, all the open lots are gone and a dozen
houses have been squeezed into the distance between Bayley’s then existing house and
the corner of 39th & Norton. Back in 1947, Liemert Park was just beginning to be
developed and the Bayley residence could well have been as Betty Bersinger described
nd
th
it, “the 2 house from 39 & Norton.”
DIAGRAM SHOWING LOCATIONS OF: BERSINGER HOME, CRIME SCENE, BAYLEY HOME

Distance from Betty Bersinger residence to body=
Distance of body to Ruth & Walter Bayley residence=

266 yards.
280 yards.

