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FAQ 41 
(June 4, 2007 

 

41.1 
 

Q: I know there is mention in the DA transcripts of your father committing IRS tax 
fraud, which is overheard by detectives during their stakeout and bugging.  Do you 
have any knowledge of other crimes or thefts committed by your father? 

 
Yes.  I have recently received copies of 1945 documents sent to me by a reader 
that directly connect my father to allegations of serious medical fraud. The 
medical malpractice was committed by him, against his patients at his FIRST 
STREET CLINIC. This evidence will be presented at a future time.   

  
 I also have new evidence that Dr. George Hodel committed a 1947 insurance 

and tax fraud which appears to have involved submitting false claims to the 
government and or his insurance company. Thanks to documented press 
clippings from the 1947 Los Angeles Times, along with a Chinese tapestry, 
originally purchased by my father in China and given to me by my 
grandmother-in-law, along with copies of the original transcript pages which 
were uncovered in the secret-- DA HODEL FILE, we can now piece together 
my father’s actions in committing an insurance scam, complete with his later 
1950, on-wire surveillance “cop out”-- to a friend.   

 
Too bad the fictional insurance investigator Barton Keyes (Edward G. Robinson) 
wasn’t assigned to Dr. HodeL’s-- THE CASE OF THE STOLEN SACRIFICIAL 
TABLET, back in 1945. (At year’s end, 1944, Ace investigator Keyes had just 
completed figuring out whodunit in the complex film noir classic--DOUBLE 
INDEMNITY murder-for-hire scheme involving Mrs. Phyllis Dietrichson (Barbara 
Stanwyck) and her lover and fellow insurance agent, Walter Neff (Fred 
MacMurray).  
 
 After that convoluted caper, I’m sure Investigator Keyes would have found the challenge 
of solving my father’s 1947 insurance rip-off as easy as—shooting ducks in a barrel.  

  

                       
Dogged Insurance investigator “Barton Keyes” (Edward G. Robinson) 
 smells a rat and eventually solves the murder-for-hire insurance scam  

in the 1944  film noir classic—Double Indemnity. 
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My paternal grandfather, George Hodel Sr., was a Los Angeles insurance agent, who like the 
fictional Barton Keyes, had his Claims Office on Broadway St, in downtown L.A.  
 
Below is a 1929 display advertisement, which my grandfather placed in the-- Los Angeles Times,  
 promoting his services. (If not in need of insurance, you could buy a full set of teeth for $5, or 
“Best set for $7.00” See adjacent ad.) 
 

 

 
  

  

 

Here is the back-story to George Hodel’s insurance scam.  Let’s call it: 
 
 

THE CASE OF THE STOLEN CHINESE SACRIFICIAL TABLET 
 
In February, 1946 Dr. George Hodel was assigned to Chungking, China as head 
of the UNRRA medical team. He was given the honorary rank of a “Lieutenant 
General,” assigned a small staff, and provided with a military jeep, a driver and a 
cook. In August or September, 1946 he unexpectedly resigned his commission 
from UNRRA and returned to Los Angeles. His reason for discharge was listed in 
his personnel package simply as,  “for personal reasons.”  Prior to resuming his 
private medical practice George Hodel was hospitalized in L.A. with what is now 
reported to have been a diagnosis of, “Hepatitis.”  After approximately three 
weeks he was released from the hospital and returned to reside in his Franklin 
House residence in Hollywood.  
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During his eight-month tour in China George Hodel amassed a large collection of 
several hundred “ancient” art objects ( purportedly, 17th & 18th century statues, 
paintings, wall hangings,  etc.) and was able to illegally ship them out of the 
country, using his rank and status as an UNRRA officer. Dr. Hodel was able to 
avoid customs by mailing them by freight to his private residence claiming, 
“diplomatic immunity.”  
 
One of these objects was the Flowered Tapestry wall hanging shown below. This 
object was given to his father and his new third wife, Alice Hodel, as a wedding 
present-- circa 1949.  Alice Hodel gave this same item to me in 1982, sharing 
with me that, “ my father had brought it back from China in ’46,” and that he had 
told her” it was from the Ming Dynasty.” (1368-1634 A.D.) 
 
For insurance purposes in 1982 I obtained a professional appraisal of the object 
and discovered that it was not from the Ming Dynasty, but much later and was a 
piece from the late 19th or early 20th century, valued at approximately, $600.00 
 
Alice also gave me father’s original 1940s “appraisal” which valued the piece at 
“$300.00”.  
 
During a search of the Los Angeles Times Historic newspaper files I found 
several articles of interest referencing my father and the Franklin House.  
 
The first was dated July 27, 1947, just six-months after the Elizabeth Short “Black 
Dahlia” murder and talks about a young, attractive, Chinese author who was 
visiting Los Angeles and staying with my father: (See full article below) 
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“The pretty young author of “I’ve Come a Long Way,”  “Westward to Chungking” and 
other books….  At present is a houseguest of Dr. George Hill Hodel, 5121 Franklin Ave…” 

 
 
 

Los Angeles Times 
July 27 1947 
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The second Times article, also from 1947, is much more on point and informs the 
public that a “1400-year-old Chinese sacrificial tablet valued at $25,000 was 
stolen from the Franklin House.”  (That sum in today’s dollars would equal 
approximately $250,000 or one quarter million.)  
 

 
LOS ANGELES TIMES  

 
NOVEMBER 20, 1947 

 
 
 

 
 
Fast forward to February 26, 1950.  The DA and LAPD have the electronic surveillance 
well in place and are beginning their second week of what will be a six-week bugging 
stakeout at the Franklin House. The officers are recording the conversations and capture 
the following on the wire recording.  (See below copy of original DA transcription) 
 
 
 10:30 pm-     Talking about insuring something, value- $76,000.  
  If you want to sell it you would get $750.00  
  Trinkets.  Hodel had it insured for $104,000 

 
As relates to the stolen “sacrificial tablet” what we do not know is whether George Hodel 
actually was reimbursed in real dollars, or claimed it as a loss on his taxes. Either way it 
is fraud and grand theft.   
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                SECRET DA HODEL FILE BUGGING TRANSCRIPT FEB. 26 10:20 P.M. 
(PG. 54) 
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Author shown in 1982 with GHH “Flowered Tapestry” (gift from 
grandmother-in-law, Alice Hodel)  
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Dr. Hodel’s Flowered Tapestry “Ming Dynasty” appraisal showing it to be a   

“Gift to George and Alice Hodel, 5 February 1949”  

 


