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FAQ 39 
 

(April 9, 2007) 

 
39.1 

Q: Do you have any photographs taken at the Valentine St. House and when 
did you move from there to the Franklin House? 

 
I believe dad bought the Franklin House in 1945, before going to China. My 
grandparents resided there during his absence. I’m not sure what month we 
moved into that residence?   
 
Below is a photo taken in December, 1942. It shows mother, holding my brother 
Kelvin, who is just a month old. I am standing next to them, on the railing. While, 
not absolutely positive, I believe this snapshot was taken at the Valentine St. 
House, with a view looking toward the northeast.  

 
Dorothy Steve and Kelvin Hodel at the Valentine St. House 1942 

 
(A friend of mine upon seeing this photograph, commented, “Dorero looks like a gun mall.  
Sort of a Bonnie to George Hodel’s Clyde.” I have to admit, he does have a point there, 
but her two cherub-like sons do tend to soften the theme.) 
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Below diagram shows 1942 distance (1.5 miles) between the Hodel Valentine house 
in the Silverlake District, and Fred Sexton’s residence in Echo Park. Our future 
Franklin House residence (1945-1950) is approximately three miles to the west, in 
the Los Feliz District. 
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39.2 
 
 

 

Q: What ever happened to the woman that rode with Officer Mary Unkefer, Lillian 
Lenorak and Joe Barrett to Santa Barbara? Was she a girlfriend of your father’s? 
 
Her name was Karoun Tootikian.  I don’t know what her relationship to my father was? We 
do know from Officer Mary Unkefer’s letter that Tootikian was called to the Franklin House 
by George Hodel on the night of Lillian’s drugging and staged “attempt suicide.”   In 
searching records I discovered an interesting article printed in the L.A. Times one-year prior 
to the Franklin House/Lenorak/Unkefer incident. The article (below) connects both Karoun 
and Lillian as dancers at the Ruth St. Denis studio, and in January1949 showed that all 
three dancers performed together at the Wilshire Ebell theatre in Hollywood.   It is 
interesting to note that after Ruth St. Denis’ death in the 1960s, Karoun Tootikian became 
an administrator of the St. Denis dance Studio and also established her own Armenian 
Ballet Group.  
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Below article, written by Karoun Tootikian, appeared in the L.A. Times as a “Legacy” to 
Karoun’s mentor, St. Denis. In 1968, twenty-years after the Lillian Lenorak/George 
Hodel/Mary Unkefer incident at the Franklin House, Tootikian’s own bio by then was: 
“dancer, choreographer, and former Head of the Ruth St. Denis Oriental Dance 
Department.”  
 
(*Author Note-   In my 1999 interview with Fred Sexton’s daughter, (who I refer to as “Mary 
Moe”- pg. 221) she gave the following response to my inquiry asking her if she recalled the 
name of one of dad’s girlfriends who overdosed?   
  

“I think that the person you are talking about was your dad’s office 
manager at the First Street Clinic. I’m not sure of her name, but it might 
have been Ruth Dennis.”  

 
Based on what we now know, I would suggest that Sexton’s daughter, a teenager at the 
time of her visits to the Franklin House, admittedly unsure of the secretary’s last name, 
simply confused and combined the two names; -RUTH SPAULDING and RUTH ST. DENIS.  
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39.3 
 
 

Q: Do you think the investigation and your case against your father hinges on 
the two photographs?  Seems to me what you later discovered about your 
father is much more important?  

 

Exactly so.  Below is a response and clarification to a similar question I provided 

readers/researchers at Pamela Hazelton’s website- http://www.bethshort.com where 

I discussed how the early investigation, related to my sister, Tamar. 

 

Bethshort.com website/January, 2007:  

 

Just to further clarify how things originally unfolded for me in the early months of the 

investigation in 1999. The photographs did not stand alone and were really only a 

very small part of my initial investigation. My talks with my half-sister, Tamar, 

immediately after our father's death were a huge factor. Prior to our father's death 

my sister and I had maybe talked a total of one-hour in the previous fifty-years. 

(Ten minutes, here and there, over the decades.) After his death, I called and 

wanted to know everything she knew about him (not because of the Dahlia 

connection, but because I wanted to know him as a father, and she, being much 

older, remembered the Franklin Years, much better than I.) Her disclosure that "you 

know dad was a suspect in the Black Dahlia murder" was a huge shock to me. I 

would spend the next several months in hundreds of hours of telephone calls with 

Tamar and discover a lot of unknown family history. The real start to my 

investigation was when I saw my father's UNDISGUISED handprinting on the front 

page of the 1947 newspaper. That, with the fact that somebody skilled in surgery 

was the suspect got my attention and I would spend the next three-years (now six-

years) putting the pieces together. As I have said on numerous occasions, we can 

throw the photographs out if we want to; they really make no difference at this 

stage. Critics that try and focus all of my investigation on the photos are simply 

trying to obscure and fog the facts. Fact is that NO ONE (except Tamar) KNEW 

(including me) that George Hodel was a prime suspect UNTIL post-publication of my 

book (2003). Only after the DA safe was opened, could we confirm what Tamar said 

was true. (Even today's LAPD didn't know he was a suspect.) Nowhere in the Dahlia 

literature (including all the myths) does the name George Hodel appear prior to 

Tamar's disclosure to Janice Knowlton in 1998. Not even rumors. (The one exception 

was the 1947 article in the newspaper, where my father's defense attorney raised it 

to discredit Tamar during the incest trial) His tactic worked as it was ignored by 

everyone including the judge and jury.)  

 

Re. Janice Knowlton: Tamar was surfing the web sometime in 1998 and met Janice 

in a chat room. Tamar told Janice that she too had been a victim of sexual abuse by 

her father, and that he was a suspect in the Black Dahlia murder in 1947. Tamar was 

Janice's "source" in her later 1998 or 99 posting about George Hodel. Janice like the 

rest of us knew nothing about Hodel until talking with Tamar. She quickly assured 

Tamar that it wasn't Tamar's father, George Hodel, but rather, Janice's father, 

"George."  

 

In the last stages of my 2001 investigation, up popped DA investigator Walter 

Morgan, who accidentally met Tamar's daughter, Fauna Hodel, and asked her, "You 

are not related to Dr. George Hodel are you?" She informed him she was, and that is 

how I discovered about the bugging of the Franklin House from the only living 
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investigator from the 1950 surveillance. I held out little hope for any DA reports still 

existing, and was sure that they too had been "sanitized" and we would discover 

they had "disappeared." Fortunately, Lt. Frank Jemison locked a "second set of 

books" in the DA's vault, and we have the transcripts preserved for history.  

 

Wishing you all a very HAPPY NEW YEAR. May 2007 bring each of you increased 

Health and Happiness.  

 

Steve Hodel  

Los Angeles 
 

 
*** UPDATE TO ABOVE INFORMATION-    June 4, 2007*** 

 
 
On today’s date I received an email correction from my sister, Tamar. In it, Tamar 

informed me that: 
 

She was not surfing the web, but rather Googled “Dr. George Hodel” which 
took her to Janice’s web entry, which in turn referenced “Janice stating that 
Dr. George Hodel had been an associate of Elizabeth Short.” Tamar then 
emailed Janice requesting her telephone number. Janice forwarded her 
number and Tamar made contact with her which began their communication.  

 
Tamar informed me that she was not Janice’s original source on our father’s 
name and that Janice knew the name prior to Tamar contacting her in 1998 
or 1999.  This begs the question— who or what was Janice’s source?  

 
As follow-up to Tamar’s information I have just this morning searched and located 
an Internet message board entry dated 4/17/03 (a week after BDA was published) 

which confirms Tamar’s recollection that Janice had heard and mentioned the name 
George Hodel prior to 1998.  
 
The below writer indicates she had a telephone conversation with Janice circa 1996, 
and recalls her mentioning the name George Hodel as coming up during her 
(Janice’s) research.  

 
 On Thu, 17 Apr 2003 16:38:23 -0500, Bàidh Stidean  
i.am.me.as.you.are...@the-walrus.com> wrote:  

Well, I'm not a 'bot and that's about the only other thing that  
posts to Usenet on a regular basis besides a human.  I have no agenda  
here, I'm just a Black Dahlia buff and occasional researcher/writer  
who stopped back in to see what the take was on the new "Black Dahlia  
Avenger" book.  

Do you remember that strange lady who used to post here who claimed  
that her father was the Black Dahlia killer? She also claimed she was  
raped by Walt Disney and Gene Autry. Her name began with a J...  
Janice, that's it. Janice Knowlton. She and another poster here wrote  
a book about it.  

  Michael Newton.  He also wrote the book "Hunting Humans", a  
compendium on serial killers, amongst others.  I mentioned in another  
thread earlier this week that I have more than a passing familiarity  
with her and her theory on the Dahlia case.  I wasn't posting here  
when she was - if memory serves, she did not have a computer when I  
was corresponding with her in the mid-1990's as part of my own  
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research.  Oddly enough, it was Janice Knowlton that began bring the  
name of George Hodel - the "suspect" of "Black Dahlia Avenger" back  
into the limelight with her posts in a.t-c in 1999.  I'm pretty sure  
she had mentioned him to me in a phone conversation back in '96,  
saying she found the name while looking for references to "George" in  
her own investigation.  I'd have to dig out all my notes and review  
them, but when I heard the name of George Hodel WRT this new book, I  
knew I had heard it before. 

 
 
Janice Knowlton’s book was published in August 1995.  In it, there is no mention of a “Dr. George 
Hill Hodel.”  However, she does reference her research in discovering the newspaper articles 
where five separate witnesses, all acquaintances of Elizabeth Short, were interviewed in 1947.  
 
These five friends all informed LAPD that Elizabeth, “had a boyfriend named ‘GEORGE.’ 
(Obviously, the public documenting of this name was key to help reinforce Janice’s belief that her 
father, “George” was the killer.)  
 
Since we now know that Tamar Hodel was not Janice’s original source on the name George 
Hodel, in my opinion, it would seem highly likely that her original source was the same as mine-- 
THE FRONT PAGES OF THE LOS ANGELES NEWSPAPERS.   
 
This information, the public accusation of Dr. George Hodel being the Black Dahlia suspect was 
documented by me in BDA.  (Pages 95-96.)   
 
The morning headline of the LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS on 12/17/49 read: 
 

“GIRL ACCUSED OF TRYING TO PIN DAHLIA MURDER ON DAD”  
 

 
The morning headline of the LOS ANGELES MIRROR on the same date, read: 

 

“GIRL’S STORY IS FANTASY COURT HEARS”  

 
Both articles go on to describe court testimony between George Hodel’s defense attorney, Robert 
Neeb Jr.,  in his cross examination of Tamar during the incest trial.  Here is Neeb’s verbatim 
quote as it appeared in the DAILY NEWS article of 1949: 
 
   … 

Tamar, do you recall a conversation you had with a roommate at the 
Franklin House by the name of Joe Barrett? And do you recall, in that 
conversation, making the following statement to him: “This house has 
secret passages. My father is the murderer of the Black Dahlia. My father 
is going to kill me and all the rest of the members of this household 
because he has a lust for blood. He is insane”?  

 

And in the Los Angeles Mirror: 

   … 

The 14-year-old daughter of a prominent Hollywood physician “plotted 

his downfall” with fantastic stories, including one that he killed 

Elizabeth (Black Dahlia) Short, his attorney, Robert A. Neeb Jr., sought 

to prove today.  

 

By Neeb getting these seemingly “outrageous and absurd accusations” before the jury he was 

effectively able to falsely label Tamar a “pathological liar” and discredit her allegations of 

incest, against her father.  
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SKH NOTE:  We now know from the 2003 revealed secret DA FILES that Tamar had 
been informed by both the then DA Investigators who were transporting her to 
court, and also by my mother, Dorothy Hodel, (prior to Tamar being taken into 
protective custody) that her father, George Hodel, was suspected, and had admitted  

killing, Elizabeth Short.   
 
BOTTOM LINE- IT IS HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT JANICE KNOWLTON’S “ORIGINAL SOURCE” 
NAMING GEORGE HODEL AS THE BLACK DAHLIA SUSPECT WAS THE SAME RESEARCH 
INFORMATION FOUND IN THESE TWO NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. THE SAME SOURCE THAT LED 
HER TO DISCOVER THE DAHLIA SUSPECT’S FIRST NAME WAS- “GEORGE.”  


