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FAQ 22 
 

22.1 

 
 

Q: Have you seen the Brian De Palma BLACK DAHLIA movie that was just 
released? What did you think of it? 

 
 

No, I haven’t, and I won’t be seeing the De Palma film. It is an adaptation of James 
Ellroy’s twenty-year-old novel and has nothing to do with the actual murder of Elizabeth 
Short, other than to borrow her name and the location of the crime. Anything remotely 
connected to the facts of the case-ends there. As Ellroy has always maintained, “it is a 
story of pure fiction.”   
 
My own book has recently been optioned by NEW LINE CINEMA, and a screenplay 
adapting my book to film is now being written. Hopefully, in the foreseeable future we will 
be able to present the true story—which is far far stranger than any fiction.  
 
Below is a link to a recent Playboy Magazine review of the De Palma film, by Jamie 
Malanowski, which also includes a review and reference to Black Dahlia Avenger and 
Exquisite Corpse: Surrealism and the Black Dahlia Murder.  
 
http://www.playboy.com/blog/2006/10/the-blah-dahlia.html 
 

 

Below is Daily Variety’s August 26, 2006 announcement of NEW LINE CINEMA 

option of Black Dahlia Avenger: A Genius for Murder: 
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