Whatever happened to defense attorney Robert A. Neeb, who with
Jerry Giesler represented your father, Dr. Hodel, at his 1949 incest

trial?

Robert Neeb was one of L.A.’s most respected “old school” criminal lawyers.
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Here is a 1956 article announcing a banquet where he is being honored by the
L.A. Press Club. (Neeb was one of its original founders.) Distinguished guests
in attendance included: His partner, Jerry Giesler, Chief William Parker, Sheriff

Biscailuz, Governor Knight, mayor Poulson, D.A. Roll and many Hollywood

celebrities.

P'ress Club Will Honor Attorney
PR

Press Club
Will Honor-

Attorney

Atty. Jerry Giesler will be
the principal speaker at a tes-
timonial banquet 10 be given
next Thursday night for
Atty. Robert A. Neeb Jr., by
the T.os Angelea Press Club
in the organization’s new
quariers in tha Ambassador,

Neeb s to be honored az a
founder of the club and ils
legal counsel since itz forma-
tion in 1947, according to
Jack Massard, president.

On the entertainment pro-
gram are T'V Comedian Jona-
than Winlers, Film and TV

Aclor Jim DBackus, Singer
Carol Richards and Superior
Judge Frank G. Swain.

Guests expected o be pres-

lant in hanar Neeh include

sov. Knight, Mayor Foulson,
sheriff Biseailuz, Dist, Atty.
1oll, Police Chief Parker and
+ number of leaders of the
egal profession.

Lag i-:tngr'fﬂ Times (1886-Current File); Apr 9, 19356;
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Dr. R. Bernard Finch Murder Case

In 1970, Neeb represented defendant, Carole Tregoff, in the high profile murder
case in which she, along with Dr. R. Bernard Finch were tried for the murder of

Dr. Finch’s wife. After a number of “hung jury decisions” both Tregoff and Finch
would be convicted and sent to prison.

Dr. Finch, Carole Tregoff & Neeb

Tregsdl La Call OY Meeting With DA
[ats dwggeler Thomes (1 BB Chrsond Filej; Ds D6, | 968, Pro(husd Flisioral Mewspapers Lo Argalos Times [198] - F905]
il

Tregoff Lawyers Call
Off Meeting With- DA

: N.uh,_C;j_l-‘u,lsl Session After Reading
Repotts Charges Wouldn't Be Dropped’

Carcle s attorneys fered nothing of any value.
3¢nmfﬂligd off a m:gi'a . 'Bowler  said ‘he.. assured
ing with Dist” Atty. McKes- Neeb, that-trial of -both de
son afles Jearning there was fendants will procesd Mon-
T e W
der - conspiracy charges e + *
against her, even though she Court ruling on Miss Tre-
would be available as a pros- £of'a pelition to disqualily
ccution witness against Dr. Superior Judge LeRoy Daw-|
R. Rernard Finch, m;lmis wtill “?dil £ ]thh:é.

. Robart 4, Neeb Jr, FWHAE GOt pEainil er, e
nél?\:: canceled 1he sched- ]Jmmsad._llwﬂt be appealed|
uled meeting after reading ¢ the US. Supreme Court,
newspaper reporis which in- Room Uze Denled
dicated that the districl 8-  Privale conference room
inrney'’s office bad  “'pre- [acilities for Dr, Finchk and
judged™ the discussion. his codefendant at  thelr|

Chief Dep. Dist. Ally. [orthcoming trial will not
Manley [, Bowler disclosed be available, the Disirict
that when Neeb proposed Court of Appeals meanwhile
the meeting a few days ago, ruled vesterday.
he said he wamied fo lalk Finch's altorney, Grant
aboul the possibility of us- Cooper, bad sought a writ
ing Miss T'regofl as a prosecu- of mandate from the Appel-
tion wilness, . Iate Courl (o rompel the

Bowler said that Neab of- provizion of =ueh faeilives

Pl pwesbucd willy [wemvissbon of ihs copyghl oeese Furtriew sopndiction probdied sl o
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“Press Found a Friend in Robert Neeb”

--NEEB RETIRES

Froas Posnd n Frisnd bs Rabert S
Y NDROWTTE

Robert A, Nesb Jr., sbove, as
he iz woday, and right, with
chont Carola Tragolf in 1955,

Press Found
a Friend in
Robert Neeb

By JOY HOROWITE.
Tiwers S2af] Writer

They wers the good of days, s ia
*Tha Frool Page™ e

The days when headlines
screarmed, m;- wditons chompsd any

cigars and female reperters were
“broads.” The Siys whn seandal-
meased

Brwamen ]
by the size of their hangovers. The
tays when there were four compet-
ing re b lown and Use zall
allhe wis: “Oel me rewriie™

la=yers were e,

They sald things like. "Fresdom of
ke press & not just frecdom for Lhe
‘working press but for every Ameri=
ean eitizen” And Uhey acted on that
beliti—by founding and besoming
enurt for ssmel hing thal would be
named the GCreater Loa Angeles
PressCleh,

Nower Charged s Frnmy
OF 3t besst ane 1l trial soeney

the other night ai his old
hauet, the Press Club, as he was
Banored hundreds of kis old
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Tws Porssnaliiles
On Breol Fljnm “He had @
reoaalities. B‘I.Iu-rh]llndrnuh

days, you knew every cily efitor in
Plesan pre FRESS, Page S
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PRESS: They Found a Friend in Robert Neeb

Cantiawed from Fage 1

took me and a with him. He gave usa hell
:‘If“:mm . W gut, her first words when the stepped

‘While many of Neeh's admirers were umable to pay
mummmmummmmzﬂm
of expressing their feclings about prpt" Ea
u'mmmhmhmuuguhhhdr wrole
former Gov. Edmund G Brown Sr “Gentle but

ty -

MNeeh, the sen of 8 hardware store-gamper.Lumsd-
film -clistributor, Fl'lw up in Corcoran, a Central
California tewn of about 1000 people. To get through
lmﬂnhr&lmdhmhwﬁﬁﬂaliﬂlﬂkﬂhg

panls
In 1537, be entered the practice of law and wathin

biggest cases was the Carobe Tregoll
murder case in the late 508, in which he argoed Uhat his
ﬂﬂﬁmwwuﬂyﬂm in love with De. H.
Bernard Finch,"” Tregodl, who partici pnll'd:nlgl:tbcr

were tried today, she couldn’t be convicted, Neeh =5
H‘mm—mﬂ of & eonstitutional m:l]i-—
bitlon agaime self-merimination—was rejected ot the
time. But gight years [ater, it was embeaced by the T.5.
reme Court. ] poess | was jast ahead of my lime,”

t:rmmeunﬂms-wmznmﬂﬁlmmdﬂl
Beyond his two years a= a Californla deputy altorney

and his work with the Los Angeles County
Commitiee on Juvenile Delinguency as wall &=
the attorney general's Advisary Cammittes on Crims
&:ﬁ-ﬂh-uﬂ'ﬁ;‘h’:ﬁmmilmndmm

“Fresdom of the press i not just the freadom of the
working presa,” he is fond of saying. “IV's the freedom of
every Arperican citizen Ii's the preatest guarantes of 2
democratic society there is.”

Based ea that Ballel, he fought tieelessly for 5 6pen
coartroom for both the print and electronic media. He
ale hookoed up with t newamen kn the "40s—in the
elevator of old Plaza Hotel in Hollywood—and

though, centers en a fermer US. President—Harry 5
Truman. To celsbrate the club’s first anniversacy in
1848, the founding members declded to throw o birthday
pmrnhfzmnm o the President inviting him
Lo atke]

“We left Lhe lelégram ool op 2 desk and wenl into Lhe
hlr,"'NulraEts. “1 dem’t think we would have
thought about telegram entpl we gol an
anrwer. And the answer scared the bell out of us.™

It said; “The President of the United States is pleased
Lo accept your kind invitatlon to a huncheon on Lhe date
Lobe seleched.”

“He said, "Why dont we all 1y down there mntil the
whale thing blows over?" Neeb mays, "We dida', . ..
bat we did have a pisade down Broadway with 1 miilion

patgn
& were very proud our liatle club had a litthe

lnhhl.nq-
pl":;llm = he adds, “we didnt know who sent that
telegram, But we later discovered it was the nighttime

Haellin'_n he is especially prowd of the club's =elfare

foundation, which distribated maney o out-ol-work
I, people in the 508 when the Dally News
failed and in the ‘60 when the Los Angeles Mirror and
Exnminer folded,

MNow retired and bving with hia wife in Rancho Santa
Fe, Mesh says he is glad to be oul of the business of

llm “'llrpcnilrmmﬁ:rufmtllrmi

Eh:uhe muu'

in tremendous, If yeu sy oo leng,
I1Ihl[:‘vull.g:: stradn Is oo moch."
he adds, with mare than a wace of nostaigia
hhl.tﬂm:t it s pat h of & profession & it
wmed 10 be” qi:i:ycﬂ who advertise o linle
more than “used-car dalesmen.”
Neeh, on the otber hand, says be i nol completely

retired "0 course” he explains, ~1 do have one
client—the Preas Club”™



