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FAQ 54 
(Sept. 1, 2007) 

 

54.1 
 
 Alex Constance, a 44-year old personal friend and hair stylist to Elizabeth Short in 
a 1947 police interview two days after her murder, described an earlier incident 
when he saw the victim picked-up, “on a date” at her Hollywood apartment by a 
jealous suitor, “that she feared, but was afraid to break up with.”  Constance 
described the boyfriend’s car as a, “1937 black sedan.” (This description fits the 
car seen at the crime scene and is identical to the car owned and driven by Dr. 
George Hill Hodel.)  
 
    Map showing 1.9 mile driving distance between Dr. Hodel’s home and Elizabeth Short’s apartment.  

 
 

  
 Excerpt from the OAKLAND TRIBUNE, January 18, 1947: 
 
… 
 

Alex Constance, 44, Hollywood hair stylist who said he dressed the murdered girl’s 
hair and sometimes took her out, said she had told him she was afraid of the marine 
but was afraid to turn down dates with him because he was so jealous.  

 
Constance said he once saw the man arrive at Elizabeth’s apartment driving a dark-
colored 1937 sedan.  
 
Residents near the lover’s lane where Miss Short’s hacked and severed body, 
scrubbed clean and fitted together was found Wednesday, reported seeing an old 
black sedan, stop at the curb.  

… 
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At first glance, this appears to be a fairly insignificant account, made by one of many of 
Elizabeth Short’s friends regarding a “jealous boyfriend.” Just another scrap of 
information to add to LAPD’s rapidly growing list of-- “possibles”.   
 
Apparently witness Alex Contance’s statements for the most part-- went unnoticed.  
 
In fact, in my extensive research of more than 200 Dahlia witnesses, over a nine-year 
period, this is the first time I have seen ALEX CONSTANCE’S name mentioned anywhere. 
To my knowledge, his statement did not appear in any of the local Los Angeles 
newspapers.  
 
I only chanced upon it, a week ago, while reading the Oakland Tribune’s reportage which 
focused on the fact that Mrs. Phoebe Short, Elizabeth’s mother, was coming to their city to 
meet with her eldest daughter over the tragedy and to make funeral arrangements.  (See 
photos below. Elizabeth Short’s body would be buried at Mountain View Cemetery, just 
two miles from her sister’s residence in Berkeley.)  
 
 
Because of what we now know,  Alex Constance’s statement in 2007 takes on major 
significance and adds another link to the chain-of-evidence connecting Dr. George Hodel 
to the crime.  
 
Had my father been arrested and charged with Elizabeth Short’s murder, Mr. Alex 
Constance, without question, would have become one of the prosecutions star witnesses.  
Why? 
 
Because his testimony would establish that the man Elizabeth Short feared and continued 
to date in 1946, drove a vehicle identical to the one owned and driven by George Hodel, 
and which also fit the description of the murder suspect’s car, seen parked for four-
minutes, at the vacant lot, near where the body was placed.  
 
The prosecution would argue the fact that while “black sedans” are in fact commonplace 
on the streets of  1947 Los Angeles, an older model, like a 1936-37 model, and the 1936 
Packard driven by Dr. Hodel---WAS NOT.    
 
 
Other witnesses’ testimony would establish that Elizabeth Short had told them “she was 
dating a man named George, believed to be a lieutenant, who she was going to marry 
when he got out of an L.A. hospital on November 1, 1946.”  (It is believed George Hodel 
was discharged from the hospital in late October or November and returned to his Franklin 
residence.) Several more DA witnesses (Lillian Lenorak, Joe Barrett, Mattie Comfort) 
would be called to establish that George Hodel knew and dated Elizabeth Short and she 
had been to the Franklin House.) 
  
 
(SKH NOTE-  The article’s reference to “Red, an ex-marine” as this possible suspect, is 
based on the fact that Robert “Red” Manley had not yet been picked up and interviewed by 
LAPD and three day’s into the investigation, was thought to be “the marine and jealous 
former suitor.” He was not. We know that he could not be the same suspect as he only met 
Elizabeth AFTER she moved to San Diego in December, 1946. “Red” was never at her 
Hollywood apartment, and he owned a Studebaker, not a 1936 black sedan. Within the next 
two weeks he would be picked up by LAPD and eliminated as the suspect.) 
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GEORGE HODEL’S 36 PACKARD COMPARED TO 36 FORD MODEL 
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The below photo is unusual in that it shows Mrs. Phobe Short with three of her four 
daughters: Dorothea, Eleanor and Muriel. (Also, pictured below are Elizabeth Short’s 
Hollywood friend, Anne Toth and her San Diego acquaintance, Dorothy French) 

 


