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FAQ 51

(August 2, 2007)

51.1

| have read varying reports on how Elizabeth Short’s body was first
discovered. Did the police ever identify and interview the original witness?

Yes.

The reporting witness’ name was Betty Bersinger. She was a resident of the
neighborhood and lived just one block north of the vacant lot, at 3705 Norton Ave.

On the morning of January 15, 1947, at approximately 10:45 a.m., Mrs. Bersinger,
accompanied by her 3-year-old daughter, Anne, was walking south on Norton and
spotted a body in the vacant lot. She quickly grabbed her daughter into her arms and ran
south to the nearest house; where she used the neighbor’s phone to call the police. Mrs.
Bersinger described the residence location where she called the police as being, “the
second house from 39" St. on Norton, a doctor’s | think.”

BELOW 1947 HERALD EXAMINER PHOTO SHOWS WITNESS BETTY BERSINGER
REENACTING HER PHONE CALL TO POLICE.

BASED ON HER DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, MRS. BERSINGER MOST
PROBABLY CALLED FROM THE HOME OF LOS ANGELES PHYSICIAN DR.
WALTER BAYLEY. AT 3959 S. NORTON AVE.

(FIFTY YEARS LATER, IN 1997, LARRY HARNISCH, A LOS ANGELES TIMES COPY
EDITOR, WOULD GO PUBLIC WITH CLAIMS THAT HE BELIEVED THIS SAME DR.
BAYLEY WAS ELIZABETH SHORT’S KILLER.)
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Below is the complete article documenting Mrs. Bersinger’s original statements which

includes the fact that she called from a doctor’s home:

Los Angeles Examiner Jan. 24, 1947

WOMAN TELLa,

Police  Interrogate  Tipster
‘Who Sent Officers to Scene

Exactly eight days to the hour
alter she had made a (lelephone
call that resulted in the finding
of the mutilated body of Ellza-
beth Bhort in a Norton avenue
lot, the woman who made the call
|identified herself yesterday.

She was Mrs, John W. Ber-
singer, whase home at 3705 Nor.
ton avenue s aboul two blocks
north of the place where the killer
carefully laid the body.
| "1 was walking with my lttle
| %-yenr-old daughter, Anne, at
| mbout 10:45 a. m. the moming
| of January 15" sald Mra, Ber-
| slnger, & 2i.vear-old hrunette.

“*Wea were golng south on

Norton avenue to the Leimert

Park section, where | was go.
| Ing to have Anne's shoes re-
| palred,

;S.F.‘ES BODY.

| - “As we passed that vacani

Int hetween 30h  street apd
| Collseum svenue, 1 saw the
hoily about a food or two from

the sidewalk. It was Iying fure

up—nand I could see it was cut

In twa.”

Mrs, Berginger couldn't recall
Iwhether at the time she was
jaware the body was that of a
woman or 4 man. She continued
| *1 was 5o shocked and seared,
| nnd sa worrled my Httle girl

| would ses it, that I guthered |

her up In my arms and ran
te the nearest house—it was
| the second houss from  39ih
. streel on Norfon RYPMUS, A
ilnetor's, 1 think.

“After nsking o use the
phone, 1 telephoned ihe police,
1 don’t reeall whether 1 told
 the polleenmn with whom |
talked that the hody was cui
In two. And I'm sure 1 didn’t
say whether It wag & man or
Mo n,

“Rut T tokl him evarctly wh
It wis mmil =

(.

there was n
Pedy there. 1 oalidn't sny any -
Ehing abant thinking It ey s
an oF thal It was & deank
I v’ nn clothing or anyihing
ol

GAVE NUMBER
“The policeman ta whom 1

. talked didn't axk me my name
o oor middress. All he did ask was

| what the nomber wax of the .

FINCING BOOY

[
-

She was the ans wha nmotified
Elizabeth Short's body.

telephone [ was ealling from. |
I recall looking at the dial and i
elving him the number.™ |
Mrs. Bersinger then took her
yvoung daughter to the shor re-.
| pair shop, where she wailed ugtil
|1h! child's shocs were ready, she
"My Mitle girl didn't see (he
hody. I made sure she |

wouldnt. 'm glad she didn'e,™ |
Mra. Bersinger sald. “We don't |
talk abiut the case In fromt |
* of her” |
Mre, Bersinger made her states
‘m¥nt at the University Police
Station, in whirh she wrnl ac.
wompanied by her husband, a
lsalesman

'STORY DIFFERS——

It was ot the University Sta-
tinn that her call was rrfrwtd.l
It wis elocked by the niticer on'
the switerhbnard as roming  at
VA w . Januars 18,

The atliver gpgupenily lnst the
telephmie nun given him by
A= Hersinger at the Gme, as
fow it davs the poliee have
s sevking hiv

The slaving invesiigators poied
that Mrs. Berwinger made nn re.
iference either 1o 1he sex of the
‘hady er tn a “drunk in her!
simtement  eoneerning the  tele |
phone call, i

The officer whn laok the call’
teported she had mentioned a

T 1T I r——

"'.nM_.‘NT—Juhn W. lll-lr-innr and his wifs, Betty.
polics sm the eriginal finding of

—Laa Angriea Enamiser phatn,

“drunk™ and had used language
indicating she thought it was a
man,

A police radio car was dis-
patched to the Norton avenue lot
three minutes after Mrs. Ber-
singer's call.
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In the original publication of BDA (April 2003) on pages 344-345, | made reference to the
above article and the fact that Betty Bersinger indicated she ran to a doctor’s house for
help. At that time, | speculated that this residence could well have been the home of Ruth
and Walter Bayley M.D... | also noted that this information, (Bersinger/doctor connection)
had apparently been overlooked by the press, police, and Dahlia researchers for more
than fifty years, as there was no mention or reference to it anywhere other than in the
above original newspaper article.

In 1997, a copy editor for the L.A. Times wrote a 50" Anniversary article on the Black
Dahlia murder, where he pointed an accusing finger at a Dr. Walter Bayley. (Bayley, a
highly respected physician and surgeon, died at age 67, of natural causes, less than a
year after the murder. See my FAQ 29 for Walter Bayley summary) From reading the
1947 headlines we know that all the dailies underscored LAPD'’s belief that “a doctor or
someone with “medical finesse” committed the crime.” This, coupled with Betty
Bersinger’s public statement that she had called from the home of a doctor who lived in
the neighborhood, in a house just a short distance from where the body was found, may
have well been the LA TIMES copy editor's—*“original source and inspiration.”

| believe that there is a strong likelihood, that the residence that Betty Bersinger ran to
and called the police from --WAS THE HOME OF RUTH & WALTER BAYLEY.

Her verbal description of the residence location matches almost perfectly! The Bayley
home was located at 3959 S. Norton Ave. Today, all the open lots are gone and a dozen
houses have been squeezed into the distance between Bayley’s then existing house and
the corner of 39th & Norton. Back in 1947, Liemert Park was just beginning to be
developed and the Bayle¥ residence could well have been as Betty Bersinger described
it, “the 2" house from 39" & Norton.”

DIAGRAM SHOWING LOCATIONS OF: BERSINGER HOME, CRIME SCENE, BAYLEY HOME

h Sh ody
vacant lot
3815 S. Norton

Dr. Walter Bayley residence
3959 S. Norton Ave

= o

Distance from Betty Bersinger residence to body: 266 yards.
Distance of body to Ruth & Walter Bayley residence= 280 yards.



