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FAQ 49

(July 31, 2007

49.1

Did Lillian Lenorak tell the DA that she committed perjury to help Dr.
Hodel? What ever happened to Dr. Ballard and his assistant Charles Smith,
who were arrested for performing the abortion on Dr. Hodel’s daughter?

| refer you to FAQ XI (11) for full explanation and actual copy of the original
Lillian Lenorak/Officer Mary Unkefer letter.

From statements made by Lt. Jemison in the DA FILES, we know that he
interviewed Lillian Lenorak and “she positively identified photographs of Elizabeth
Short as an acquaintance of Dr. George Hodel.” Most of the fourteen (14) Hodel
witness interviews are “missing” from the DA files, including critical statements
made to detectives by the following individuals: Dr. George Hodel (brought in and
interviewed at the Hall of Justice, on 2/18/50), Tamar Hodel, Lillian Lenorak, Fred
Sexton, Ellen Taylor (Hodel’s girlfriend/maid), Mattie Comfort (who also identified
Elizabeth Short as being acquainted with Dr. Hodel), and other named Hodel
witnesses/associates.

As follow-up to that | am here attaching a copy of an original document from the
DA HODEL FILE. To my knowledge Sgt. Bentley’s note (below) to Lt. Sullivan
has never previously been made public. From the letter’s date (2/24/50) we
know that it was written just six days after the installation of the electronic
surveillance at Dr. Hodel's Franklin House. The letter establishes a number of
important points:

e Establishes that George Hodel was keeping close watch on Lillian
Lenorak and having friends/associates contact relatives to obtain
information and find out what she was telling authorities.

¢ Independently verifies and confirms witness Joe Barrett’s 1999
statements to me that Lt. Walter Sullivan was actively working the Hodel
case with Lt. Frank Jemison. It also confirms the approximate time period
when Joe claimed he was picked up at work and brought into the DA’s
office at which time Lt. Sullivan insisted he be an “informant” for the DA,
since he was living at Dr. Hodel’s Franklin House. (Barrett’s statements to
me were made and documented four years before we knew the DA files

existed.)

e Further independently establishes the fact that Lillian Lenorak was in total
fear of George Hodel and supports her allegation that Dr. Hodel had
threatened “to do away with her son “if she talked to DA or police.”
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County of Los Angeles
Office of the District Attorney
Hall of Justice
Los Angeles 12

Lt. Walter Sullivan: 24/Feb/50

I got a phone call from our friend
Mrs. Hamilton (Lenorak’s mother)

She just wanted to let me know that Jack Usher has
been bothering her by phone. Jack wants to know where
Lillian Lenorak is. Usher stated that Dr. Hodel had called
him and told Usher that Karroum (dancer) had just told
Hodel some of the things that Lillian had said about Hodel
at the Lunacy Hearing and Hodel wanted Usher to find out
more about it.

Usher made this call on Feb. 22, 1950.
Hamilton also said that immediately after she arrived home
from the Lunacy Hearing Jack Usher phoned her and wanted to
know about the hearing. Hamilton felt that someone at the
hearing contacted him.

Also Hamilton stated Joe & Karrom completely denied
promising anything in way of contracts etc. to Lenorak. Joe
& Karrom also completely exonerated the Dr. at the hearing.

Also Hamilton stated that Lenorak at the hearing
stated she was afraid to run away from the place because
Hodel threatened to do away with the boy if she left.

Walt, you may already have all this information but
nevertheless here it is for what it is worth.

Sorry to have missed you. I had to come down for a
G.T. trial in Municipal Court Div 12. Judge Adams. Quite a
girl.

Anything else you need, just whistle.

Sgt. Bill Bentley

(SKH NOTE- This is a typed copy of Bentley’s 2pg handwritten letter,
which I have prepared for easier readability. Below is the original as
it appears in the DA FILE.)
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Dr. Francis Ballard and Charles Smith- (Tamar Hodel’s abortion)

George Hodel was arrested on Oct. 6, 1949 by LAPD for charges of sexual molestation
and incest with his 14-year-old daughter, Tamar. More arrests quickly followed.

Just five days later (Oct. 11) LAPD Juvenile officers arrested Dr. Francis Ballard, a
prominent Beverly Hills physician, along with his “personal assistant”, Charles Smith.
The arrest was based on information and investigation performed by detectives and
submitted directly to the DA’s office.

(SKH Note-This was unusual, as abortion arrests were normally investigated by LAPD’s
Gangster Squad. The 1949 grand jury at the time of this arrest was actively investigating
several members of that unit (LAPD Gangster Squad) for corruption. They had learned
that several detectives were receiving payoffs from a group of L.A. physicians (both
chiropractors and M.D.’s) and in exchange for money, were “protecting” those doctors. In
effect the physician members inside the abortion ring, who made weekly payoffs, were
allowed to perform abortions without fear of arrest.)

It is possible/probable that Dr. Ballard was one of the Gangster Squads” protected
doctors,” however, since the arrest (like that of Dr. Hodel) came from outside the
Gangster Squad by Juvenile Detectives, it was most likely already filed with the DA
before the powers that be inside the Gangster Unit could exercise their authority and
“make it simply go away.” Too late. Dr. Ballard & Charles Smith were already sucked
into The System. The wheels were already set in motion, and they would have to go
through the motions, and hopefully their “internal connections” would be able to get the
charges dismissed.

e October 11, 1949- Dr. Ballard & Charles Smith arrested for performing an abortion on
Tamar Hodel in September, 1949.

e October 18, 1949- LAPD detectives testified in court to the facts of the case and both
defendants are “held to answer” at a Municipal Court Preliminary Hearing and bound over
to Superior court for trial.

e January 17, 1950- Superior Court Trial. LAPD detectives and DA prosecutor present
their evidence and rest their case. Defense attorneys call Lillian Lenorak to testify and
she perjures herself before the court. Lillian testifies that, “She was present when Tamar
was brought for treatment to Dr. Ballard’s office.” She further testifies, “That yes, Charles
Smith was there too, but no abortion was performed.” Based on Lillian’s testimony, the
judge finding reasonable doubt, gives a finding of “not guilty.”

e January 18-20, 1950 (approx) Lillian Lenorak, guilt ridden and in a state of intense anger,
goes to Dr. Hodel's Franklin residence, and obtains his rifle and awaits his return. She
then threatens “to kill him” and informs him “he must pay for what he has done.” She is
“talked down” and or possibly overpowered by Dr. Hodel. She is then drugged, and an
“attempt suicide” is staged where George Hodel superficially cuts her wrist and then calls
her mother to come and pick her up or “he will call police and have her taken into
custody.” Officer Mary Unkefer drives down from Santa Barbara to Franklin residence
and returns Lillian to Ventura County. (See Unkefer letter for full details.)
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Late January or Early February, 1950- DA investigators Jemison & Sullivan contact Lillian
Lenorak and receive information that George Hodel dated Elizabeth Short and Lenorak
positively identifies Elizabeth’s photograph for detectives. It is probable that Lenorak also
advises DA investigators of Dr. Hodel’'s connections to Dr. Francis Ballard and Charles
Smith.

February 18, 1950- Intensive investigation on Dr. George Hodel as Dahlia suspect
begins with electronic installation and surveillance of Franklin House, along with physical
surveillance of George and Dorothy Hodel. 18 detectives assigned 24/7 for next six
weeks.

March 14, 1950- DA investigations in contact with San Francisco DA Edmund G. “Pat”
Brown re. “Hodel’s friend, abortionist Charles Smith.” Begin collecting info on Smith.

March 20, 1950- DA investigators Jemison and Morgan interview Charles Smith’s
girlfriend, Mildred Bray and get damning information re. Smith’s threats to cut and torture
Tamar along with her being present in his car outside the Franklin House, when Smith
received a $1,000 + payoff on Dec. 29, 1949, only five days after Dr. Hodel’s trial and
“acquittal” for the incest charges.

Here are Mildred Bray’s verbatim statements as found in DA FILES:

B4 BLACK DAHLIA AVENGER THE AFTERMATH 4835
though he is sorry he opened his mouth the night | brought | 7X6316 at Doc's on Ventura Blvd. (Lincoln Con-
Lillian home from Los Angeles. Karoun Tootikian's oddrass tinental, green) —42R966 (woman waived at party
i5 2211 8. Highland, Dancing Teacher. in 7X6316) .
| do not know that this information will be of any help to
you. Itis about all | could tell you if | come down persanally. Jemison (to Colby): Did you know that Char-
But if there is anything | can do fo help in anything that is lie smith was a friend of Dr. Hodel's?
good & sincere, | am at your servics.
Answer: Yes. Smith made freguent trips to
Very Sincerely Yours, San Francisco for tea.

Mary H. Unkefer Jemison: Did you know that he has been op-
erating girls from San Francisco
for abortions?

George Hodel and Charles Smith, the Abortionist Answer: No. But T wouldn’'t put it past him.
Jemison: Is this a picture of him?
Additional documents found in the DA Dahlia file include a typewritren Answer: Yes. That's him all right. Smith
memo prepared by Walter Morgan and sent to his superior, Lieutenant said that some day he was going to
Frank B. Jemison. On page 5 of these notes, additional independent con- fix Tamar. He was going to cut a
firmation of Lillian Lenoraks allegations was found. Morgan’s notes chunk out of the calf of her leg
sumunarize an interview he and Lieutenant Jemison had with witness and fry it and eat it in front of
Mildred Bray Colby, during which she provided information that sup- her eyes and then puke it up in
ported the charge that George Hodel’ friend and colleague Charles front of her face.
Smith was directly involved in the abordon of my half-sister Tamar and Jemison: Did you ever hear Smith mention
thata “payoff” hud been made by my father. The memo reads as follows: the Black Dahlia?
Answer: No.
Jemison: Did you ever hear Hodel mention
OFFICE MEMORANDUM the Black Dahlia?
Answer: No. The last night I was with
TO: LIEUTENANT FRANK B. JEMISON Charlie Smith we went to a show.
IN RE: NOTES TAKEN ON JEANNE FRENCH AND We got intoc Heollyweod about 2:00
BLACK DAHLIA MURDERS o'clock, somewhere on Franklin
FROM: INVESTIGATOR WALTER MORGAN near Normandie. [N.B.: Our Franklin
DATE: AUGUST 30, 1950 House residence, was 100 feet west of the cor-
ner of Franklin and Normandie-SKH] He
Fade s went in a house somewhere on
Franklin. After he came cut we
3/20/50, #30-1268, Pield with Lt. Jemison to stopped by a place to eat and dur-

4629 Vista Del Monte (Midred Bray Colby) — ing the time we were eating he
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pulled out an envelope that con-
tained at least $1,000 in money.
Before he went in I know he didn’'t
have any money.

Jemison: What date was that?

aAnswer: December 29, 1949. [N.B.: This was only
five days after the jury acquitted Dr, Hodel of
his incest charges — SKH] His birthday
was December 28. That's how I know.
He didn’t know how much he had in
the envelope. When he came out he
asked if there were any cars
ecruising around and I said that
there were, and he sure got nervous
and said, “Let's get out of here.”
There waa another time when Smith
parked on Wilshire and he came out
with over $100.00 in new bills. The
last time I was with him he got mad
and threatened to hit me and said
that the only reason why he
wouldn’t is that it would kill me
if he hit me —State 4526

DA Investigator's Telegram Re: Charles Smith
This Western Union telegram was sent to L.A. County DA invest-
gator Bill Snyder on March 14, 1950, by then San Francisco distric
attorney Edmund G. Brown (who would be elected governor of Cal-
ifornia eight years later), The handwritten notation on it reads:

In regards to friend of Hodel. Smith abordonist.

The text of Brown’s telegram reads:
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connection,” Charles Smith. It is doubtful that they were s
ful in their search, since no subsequent interview with Smith

found in the DA file.
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REGARDING CHARLES W SMITH HAVE YOU CHECKED
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This telegram demonstrates that just thirteen days before
George Hoq.el fled the country, the DA investig'uwrs' were at-
tempting to identify and locate his “friend and known abortionist

e B

BLACK DAHLIA AVEN,



LOS ANGELES TIMES ARTICLES DR. BALLARD/CHARLES SMITH

Oct 11, 1949

Beverty Hills Doctor Linked s Morsk Csse
Lo Angeder Toves (FANE-Carrinr Filal, Ot 18, [, Paodiusa I
A2

Beverly Hills
Doctor Linked
fo Morals Case

A Beverly Hills physiclan and
fwo other men yesterday wera
named in eriminal complalnts is
sued By-the District Attorney’s of-
fiee in an Investigation which
came as an outgrowth of the ar-
rest of a Hollywood doctor on a
morals charge. -

Dep. Dist. Atty. Witllam L. Ritzi
fssued a complaint charging abor-
tioh against Dr. Francls C. Bal.
lard, 36, and an associate, Charles
Smith, also 38, The proseeutor is-
sued a complaint charging con-
tributing to tha delinquency of a
minot against Joseph Barrett, 23-
year-old artist and poet,

Accused by Girl

Det, Sgts. L. A. Belle and R. K.
Maorrissey sald the men became
Implieated during officlal inquiry
into the charge against Dr, George
HIIl Hodel, The latter Is accused
of having had improper relations
with his 14-yearold daughter,

During thalr Investigation, the
officers sald, the child tald them
she had submitted to an abortlon
last Sapt. 11. Dr. Ballard was
arrested in connecilon with that
crime last Friday evening at his
offices at 9421  Wilshire Blhvd.,
Beverly Hills. Smith, described

¥ pollee as & “handyman® for
Dr. Ballard, surrendered at Holly-
wood pollce station the following
day

Barrelt, a roomer at the Hodel
home, 5121 Franklin Ave., also
was arrested Saturday and
charged with contributing to the
delinquency of the girl through
alleged Improper relatlonship.

Dr. Ballard {3 at lberty on a
wrlt of habeas eorpus, which s
retirnable Thursday befora Su.
perlor Judge Robert . Seott and
which carrles a bond of 5000,
The other two men are baing held
In l-‘{u]lywoq:l Jail In lied of ball
bonds,

Oct 18, 1949

Beverly Hills
Doctor Ordered
Held for Trial

Dr. Francis F. Balard, 3§-voar-
oid Beverly Hillz physlelan, Y-
terday was orderad held for Su-
perior Court trial on an Megat
operation charge.

Charles Smith, 38.year-old am-
Plovee of the physiclan, was held
on a similar charge, The orders
werz fssued hy Municipal Judge
Ben Rosenthal after a prefini-
rary heaving of ihe charges
against the two men,

The physieian was arrested Oct.
T at hiz office at 9921 Wilshire
Blvd,, Beverly Hills. Smith sur
rendered the following day at Hol-
Jywoad Pallee Station,

Dr. Ballard is free under $1300
ball, and Smith is at liberty under
3500 bail. Ther are (0 he ar
raigned In Superine Coaurt Nov, 2

Army Missile Expert

to Address Engineers
Col. Harold R, Turner, Army

s
RS

Doctor: Cleared. -

1llegal operation charges
against Dr. Francis C. Ballardy
36, Beverly Hills physician, and
Charles Smith, 36, were dis-
missed yesterday by Superior
Judge Thomas J. Cunningham,.

The dismissal came after the
prosecution had rested its case.
The principal witness was a I4-
year-old girl who testified that
she was the subject of an illegal
operation performed last Sept.
11 by Dr. Ballard and Smith-in
}ihs physiclan’s Canoga Park of-

ce.

Operation Case:

Th e defendants mainlained
that the girl was treated by D'

Ballard, but that no illagal opier-’

alion occurred.

Jan 18, 1950
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Dr. Francis Ballard, like Dr. George Hodel, was clearly a prominent Los Angeles physician. Both
men discreetly treated and doctored to the rich and famous. The “pecking order” or ladder-of-
power in late 1940s and early 1950s Los Angeles went something like this:

3) Politicians
2) Law Enforcement
1) Film Studio Executives

Studio execs were omnipotent. They were the top rung had most of the money and ran the city.
If you were a physician employed by the studio execs to care for and treat their stars, (their
money) you too had their power. Dr. Francis C. Ballard was and did. Here is an interesting story
featuring Dr. Ballard as personal physician to actress Judy Garland and spokesman for MGM that
ran in the L.A. Times on June 21, 1950, just two months after his abortion charges were
“dismissed” and went away:

dwdy Garland Sleshes Throsi After Film How

rf- h|'r|'r1 Flvaer {008 Coaprrwent Filek: Jun 21, 191 Prefhaoat Mastoricsl Mas g Los Asgeles Theies {10081  1mud)

Judy Garland Slashes
Throat After Film Row

Judy  Garland  slashed  her
throat with the broken edge of
a waler glazs Monday nlght in
nn emotional blowup aver ca-
reer troubles, her fAlm siudio
tlsclosed yesterday,

“It was an impulsive act,” salil
her physician, Dr. Francizs E.
Ballard.

He called the culs "vory
minar™ and kept her in Lhe pink
alahasier mansion rented hy her
hushand, ¥incente Minnelli, flm
lirectar, in the hills at 10000 Sun-
set Blvd.

Minnelli, from whom she hasz
separated several times, re
mained beside her.

Hnd Reen Buspeadad

Here's how Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer spokesmen deseribgd the
Incldent in tha singing star's
home at 8850 Evanaview Drive,
above the Sunset Strip:

“liss Garland had been under
nervous straln since Salurday,
when she was suspended for fail-
ing to veport for wark.

“Last evening at & she was
haghing out the prohlem at her
home with her hushand, her
manager, Carlelon Alsop, and
her sacrelary, Myrile Tully.

Pleaded With Her

“The actress, who had baen
slek and under a straln, becamo
despondent apd then hysterieal.
She jumped up and ran across
the living room, through an ad-
joining bedroom and into the

hathrdom adjacent and locked!

the doar..
“Minmelll, Alsop and Aliss Tually

ran alter her, knocked on the.

door and pleaded wllh her 1o
npen ik
AMer several minues her hus

band persuaded her to unlock the
door, When she did they found
she hard hroken a drinking glass
and made a superficial slash
acrozs her throal.

“She emerped weeping, re-
morselul and repentant.”

AL first Minnelll denied the
whale affar, even 1o studlio
sources,

When newsmen appeared at
the Sunset Blvd, estale where
she was laken, the studlo con-
vinced him the sl.:m. should be
made public.

The 2Byeavold acliess re-

Turn Io Page 4, Column 5




Hollywood, shoeked* at the
news of the sulcide nitempt, was
Tamiliar with the hackground.

Mizs Garland has boen sus-

mental failures o appear for
work.

In 138 she waa replaced hy
Ginger Rogers in “The Barklays
of Broadway."

Last year she walked out of
the Tead role in “Anpie Get Your
Gun" after MGM hatd done
51,230,000 worth of camera work,
Retty Hution replaced her In
i thiz prized =pat and made it one
(of her grealest succerses,

Checkup in Boston

Alis= Garland went o a Raston
hospital for a eheckup and rest.
She returned in apparont good
health and went ta work in an-
other piclure, "Summer Stock.”
which also was marked hy tem-
perament.

When June Allyson, wife af

Dick Powell, had to leave the
oast of Metro's “Rayal Wedding™
hecause of impending mother-,
hood, Miss Garland was picked:
Lo :;cplare her on a mmehacki
trail,
, Last Saturday came the finall
break — Miss Garland failer luE
appear for a rehearsal In this!
with Tred Aslaire.

Nelther the sturdin nor Minnelli.
eould give any reason why.

MGM, remembering other;
troubles with the nervous ac-!
i:'m, ncled swifly to suspend:

BT,

Manager Trale

Her manager, Alsop, was [rals,
“The rehearsal was only for an
heur,* ha said. “The pleture
isn't scheduled fo slarl- until
July 15 I don't see how an
hour's ahsence at this slage can
be so Important.

In a statement released Jate in
the day hy MGM, the suspension
was described as “the final and
last resort, arrived at after all
‘other means have falled and ar-
rived at with greatest regret.”

“Sevaral tlmes, apainzt aur hot-
ter judgment, at her insistence,
we have started flms with her,
anrl her consequent ilness has
caused us embarrasament, delay,
incanvenience and loss of morale
to coworkers,ylhe studio said.

Warnings Given

Miss Garland started rehears.
ala on “Royal Wedding” with as-
surances that she was in top
physical enndition and thal there.
would he no difficulties tn cause
proaductinn delays, accarding tn
the MGM =statement. Within
days, hawever, the delays began
and they continued even after
warnings fvom the producer, the
sturdio sald.

The actreas matle hor slage de-
hut at the age of 3 with her par-
entr, vaudeville performers, but
most of her life and education
has heen at MGM. "Broadway
Melody of 1035” estahlished her
az a juvenile singing star and
two years later she won a minia-
ture Dsear for outstanding per-
formance as a screen juvenile,

The pug-nosed, nrown-eyed 1it-
Ue pirl appearad in dozens of
piclures which made millions
for- AIGM. She eoloped Lo Las
Vegas with Dave Rose, diree-
tor and compaser, in 1M1 but
divorced him in 1941, )

The next year she married,
Minnelll, who had directed her |

pended repeatedly for tempera- '

ling on ihe landing above the
Istairway was the enly sound
{from Judy's quarters.

| Miss Fepburn Visits

First of the notables to vislt
the actress was Katharine Hep-
burn. Wearlng a white sweat
shirt dangling over brown
slacks, she scampered in man-
nish brown oxfords, her brown
halr fiying in the hreeze,

She arrived In a Ford convert-
ihle, about 10 years old, Sha Was
spirited away later in a Cadillac
driven by a house servant wheo
led her out the back door.
_She ware nn makeup except
lipstick and glared at news re-
portera and photngraphers,
threatening them It they dared
Ltaka, her picturn,

Next was Ida Koverman, ex-
Cculive secrolary tn Louls B,
Mayer. Miss Garland's manager,
Alsnp, had conferred with May-
er Monday and the studio chisf
had told how her ahsences gome.
Umes ran up costy 20% higher
than normal.

Miss Koverman stayed 1ns]dg|
————
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Last night Dr. Ballard made a
“miscellaneous Injury” report on
tha inefdent to Hollywoad police.
He sald he belleved It was not an
& ‘attempt to inflict serious Injury
but merely “lo attract attention.”

say whether his wife was under
sedatives.

They denied permission (o re-
porters to see her to learn—
with thelr own eyes — if th
wound was “superficial.”

Dr. lssued this state.
ment:

“I have been treating Miss
Garland for several months dur-
ing which time she has suffered
several emotional reactions,

“Last avening I was called and;



