
FAQ 70 
 

70.1 
 

Q: How can I get copies of the Black Dahlia FBI fil es?  Did Elizabeth   
Short have a middle name of Ann? 

  
The below link will direct you to the FBI WEBSITE which contains a FREE 
DOWNLOADABLE COPY OF HER FILE.  (note at their webs ite the FBI still 
uses the fictional middle name of “Ann”.   
 

http://foia.fbi.gov/foiaindex/short_e.htm   
 
 

As I originally indicated in BDA in 2003,  Elizabeth Short did not have a middle 
name.  The earliest reporting of this error (that I have been able to discover so 
far) came from the   LOS ANGELES TIMES NEWSPAPER  in a major piece they 
did on retiring Dahlia detective, Harry Hansen which printed on March 28, 1971. 
(See below)  (In his novel, James Ellroy also refers to his victim as — Elizabeth 
Ann Short—and many readers forgetting Ellroy’s admonition that his book “was a 
work of fiction”, took it upon themselves to turn that and many other of Ellroy’s 
story-book creations about her and the crime—into fact.   
 
 

Feature story in L.A. Times 3.28.1971 

 
 
 
 



The FBI following the LAT’s and Ellroy’s lead continues to 
perpetuate the error both on their original cover sheet and on 
their active website.  
 

SCANNED COPY OF FBI COVER SHEET-   
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



70.2 
 

Q:    Can you tell me which women you think were ki lled by your father and 
how close were they to where he lived in Los Angele s? 

 
Los Angeles Lone Women Murders 

 
Below is a map showing seven (7) of the victims I believe were Category I (definite) victims.  
I have listed the distances of each from my father’s “Franklin House” in Hollywood.  

 

1- Franklin House- 5121 Franklin Ave., Hollywood, C alifornia 

2- Jean Spangler , her  purse found in Fern Dell Park-   0.5 mi.   

3- Elizabeth “Black Dahlia” Short - 7.3 miles  

4- Georgette Bauerdorf - 4.2 miles * 

5- Mimi Boomhower - 7.1 miles  

6- Gladys Kern - 1.1 miles  

7- Jeanne French - 9.4 miles  

8- Ora Murray  7.7 miles * 

In five (5) of the above seven (7) murders the suspect included a taunting note/letter as part of his 
signature/M.O. those included: Bauerdorf, Short, French, Kern, and Boomhower . Court Certified 
Handwriting Expert, Ms. Hannah McFarland identified George Hodel’s hand printing in each case with 
the one exception of the Bauerdorf note, which was typewritten, and unsigned. 
 
*Crime occurred 1943-44. George Hodel’s then residence was located on Valentine Street, just two 
miles east of the Franklin House. 

 



70.3 
 
Q: I know that Elizabeth Short and Air Force pilot, Matt Gordon were engaged 
and that he was killed before they could get marrie d. Was she close to his family? 
 

No. In fact, based on my own research I have serious doubts that Elizabeth was ever 
really “engaged” to Major Gordon and raise the probability that their “engagement” 
was part of her own unfulfilled, hopes dreams and wishes. I won’t go into all the 
reasons supporting that belief and would simply refer you to BDA, Chapter 29, “The 
Dahlia Myths” pages 381-389.  Below is an article published three days after the 
discovery of her body, indicating that Matt Gordon’s relatives were contacted by 
Elizabeth Short, immediately after his death and that she “asked them for money.”  
The article goes on to indicate they found this surprising, “since no engagement 
existed they could not understand the motive for her request.”   
 
   

Los Angeles Times, Jan. 18, 1947  

 

 


